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Has vii. 2. Hed the Lord thy Gol 1 


dus out theſe Nations BIEN thee et _ 
and little. bor LO: | 


| o that have been richt . at this occa· 
fin, you have been upon the field, of battle, fighting 
ef! in the name and ſtrengtb of the Lord againſt your 
ſpiritual enemies ; what victory you have got; I can- 

not tells hut ſome may perhaps be ſaying, O l find may 
enemies to be yet ſtrong and mighty; z iniqnities prevail againſt 
me; and I fear I'll never won to the full poſſeſſion of the hea- 
,yenly Canaan, there are fo many and ſtrong nations of enemies 
in the way which I cannot get conquered. To fuch as may 
be thus exerciſed, the words of my text may be welcome news; 


The Lord thy Gad will put out theſe nations before thee by 


little and little. We have here God's promiſe to Iſrael of old, 
concerning their being brought to the paſſe ſſion of the earthly 
Canaan, which you know was a type of the heavenly Canaan z 
and, left. they ſhould be difcouraged by:tbe difficulty: of the 
conqueſt, ſo may enemies being in the way, he-animates them 
aàgainſt the greateſt diſcouragement. 

1. If they objected the number of their etemies, and their 


ſtroyed greater enemies than theſe- for them; and he that had 

done the greater, would eaſily do the leſs; * that began the 
* would finith. it. 

If they objected the weakneſ? of their own ſtrength Aa 

g he anſwers that ohjection, 8 £0: at. Their greateſt : 


encouragement was, that. they had God among them, a 
mighty od, and terrible; and if God be with us, if God be 
Bac ven we need | 0 fear the power of any creature. . 
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 « frength; he anſwers that objection, ver. 17. 18. he had de- | 
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Nos, Ifract being typicat of the church ; and the land of 
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| IV. Speak a little of the cengueror the Lord their God. 
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er, 

3. If they objected the flow þrogre/7 of their arms, and 

_ feared that /the Canaanites would never be ſubdued, if they 
were not expelled at the firſt; to this it was anſwened, in the 
words of our text, The Lord thy God auill put out theſe na- 


1 . 


Hons by little and little. 

Where you may notice two things, (1.) Iſrael's enemies 
deſcribed ; they are called nations, beeauſe of their multitude 
and power. (2.) Ifrac's congue/t: The Lord thy G will 

- . put them out before thee by little and little. Where you may | 
notice * the glorious conqueror, and the manner of the 
. The congueroy iy God deſcribed by his fovereignt 
„ ; | 
them, the Lord; and by his propriety in them, thy God. 

ende ones 

zu, The manner of the conqueſt: he will do it, 1. K, 

Jedtually; he will put them out. 2 Remarkably; be will 

put them out before thee. 3. Gradually, which is the ſpecial | 
thing here goticed in the manner of the conqueſt, namely, # 7 

Hitle and little.. The fame you read, Exod. 23. 29. 30. Ihe 

wiſdom of God is to be remarked in the gradval conqueſt f 
bis people's enemies; and it is in real kindneſs to the church, 
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- that her egernies are ſubdued by little and little 


Canaan typical of heaven; and Ifrael's conqueſt over the na- 
tions, their enemies, typical of the ſpiritual conqueſt of the 
Lord's people over their ſpiritual enemies; and the manger of 
God's dealing with them for the moſt part, typical of the way 
of God's dealing with his people in all ages: Weretore, T 
would deliver to you the goſpel of this text, and open it in 
Shine dr ai „ PT ERIE oo on pn, 
_ . That az the true 1ſrael of God have nations of enemies in 
their way to the ee. of the Heavenly Canaan; fo the 
| $1 their Ged will conquer theſe nations by litthe and 
tit * e i nos et Pe + 1855 „ * 

.; 1 ſhall engeavour to open and confirm this doctrine in the 


* 


. 


following metho FE”: ; F 


I. Inquire Who are the true Iſrael of God. © 4 
II. Speak a litde of the Peavey Canaan, which they wilt | 

"1, "Be Drought to rhe pol: Monof, », Too 
III. Inquire what zatzors of enemies they have in their 


- way. And 


_- 
© 
* FL 


„ by little and little. 


V. The manner of the conqueſt his putting them out before 


I FI. The reaſon of this gradual conqueſt. LEADS 
i} II. Make application of the whole. 
TE: . „ : ws 5 mad 
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tael are ſet apart, not only hy election from eternity, but by 


. grace; others are left ſtupid and ſeared: they get enlightening 


- Works to the covenant of grace. As. Ifrael at Sinai was a mιẽEẽ 


"NO of God are a people that have been humbled with the. 


Haven uon M Lim ud Little. 
Aud in al theſe F hall endeavour as much brevity as poli- 
* Mean time, lock to the Lord, that he would give ſome * 


word with power, and with a bleſſing. * 
J. The. thing, who are the true {fracl of God, of whom 


"this promiſe is made in the myſtical and ſpiritual ſenſe of it. 


Dey are not all Iſrael that are of Hrael. 1 
. be true Israel whom he will bring to the heavenly _ 
Cangay, are a people Whom he hath /t apart for himſelf, and 

: ſepara ed from tbe reſt of the world, as Ifrael was. The true 


.efcctual- calling in time: As, in the firſt creation, God ſepa- 
rated the light from the darkneſs, aud made the one day, and 
the other night; ſo in eſſt & ual calling, he ſeparates the elect 
from others. as light from darkneſs; he leaves the reſt of the 
worid buried in their own obſcurity, and makes the others 
children of light. By effectual calling they get convincing 


prace, and others are left in the: dark: they get renewing - 

- grace, and others are lęſt in their enmity; they get perſuading. 
- and. enabling grace t elieve; others are left in their unbelief, 
and remain children of diſobedience and unperſuadableneſs: 
7 bis people have 1 formed for myfolfs they. all Seu forth a 
mu pratfes Hence, 

2. The true Iſrael of God are a people whom be hath brought . 
-oct-of | Egyptin 2 ſpiritual ſenſe, as: aye He was in a temporal; 
and that with a high hand, and outſtretched arm. He hath 
brought them out of the Egypt of à natural ſtate, and out of 
the houſe of bondage: from their natural bondage to fin and 
Satan, their bondage to thedaw as eovehant ot works, put- 
ting them to the hard taſk and intolerable labout of doing for 
555 a taſk, much worſe-than the Egyptian bondage of making 

ick without ſtraw: he hath brought them, I ſay, out of the 
Hhouſe of bondage with. a high hand; no power in the world 
being able to looſe their donde, if the power: o a God had not 
deen put forth for that end. They are a: people redeemed, 
not only by the price of the Mediators blood, but -alfo by the 
power of his Spirit: by bis power he bath. begun to plague 
their enemies, and to drown-them in the red ee 
Der they overcome by the blood of the EAmb. | 
3. The true Iſrael of God are a people acquainted with tra- 

* in the wildergeſ3, from Sinai to Zion, as Iſrael was: 3 
+ means. fram the 112 to the goſpel;. from. the covenant of. 


| 
1 


at the fight of God appearing in his terrible majeſty;and after - 
wards were brought into covenant with him; ſo the true If» -- 
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Vie s of God's holineſs and infinitejuſtice in the command and: 

_ © = #hreatening of the law, and been made to ſlee for fefuge to 
the hope ſet before them in the goſpel covenant: they have 
*gome from; Sinai to. Zion, to feſus. the Mediator of the new 
- covenants, and to the blood of ſprin kling 
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48. The true Iſrael of God are a people acquainted with the 
_ Condadt- ef the-pillar of cloud and. of: fire, as, Iſrael was; I 
mam they have gotten: the Spirit of Chriſt to be theirgotide in 
the way to Canaan; Fan man have not: the Spirit of: Chriſt: 
le is none of bis, and if. any man have the Spirit of Chriſt; he 
is guided thereby; and led into all truth, and out of-all- the 
paths of damnable error. Fhere is a leading of the Spirit by 
- a-ſecret inviſible hand, and by the means of the word, that 
all the Iſrael of God are partakers of; even à voice behind 
them, ſaying, This is the way, aud: all his ſheep know hie 
J. The true Ifraet of God are a people ſed avitl manna from- 
heaven in ſpiritual ſenſe, as Iſrae] was in another ſenſa; they 
are a people that eat the hidden manga: that have bread to. 
eat the world knows not of, even the Mead of life that came 
don from heaven; they live by faith in the ſon of God; 
Chriſt is the Alpha and Omega of their life, the food and me- 
dlicine of their life, the reſtorer and preſerver of their life; 
they cannot live without him. The worldling lives upon his; 
riches, the carnal man li ves upon his luſts, hypocrites live upon 


their profeſſion, legaliſts live upon their. duties; but the true | 


Mrael of God live in the way of duty, upon Chriſt himſelf, as. 
| their-wifdom,; righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication and redemption. 
If hate any wiſdom, Chrift-is my wiſdom ;-if any righteouſ- 
neſs, Chriſt is my righteouſneſs; if any holineſs, Chriſt is my 
fanctißcation: Chriſt is. my 4LL, my life, my firength, my 
%%% % ę td ff.... ny 
6 The true Iſrael ef God are a people acquainted with; 
_ wre/iling:with God for the bleſſing as Jacob was, wha there» 
upon caſſed the ſeed of Jace, that ſhall nat ſcelibis face in 
vai. They are a people, whoſe: life of faith is acted much 


| and in the Spirit of Chriſt: praying in the. Holy:Ghoft; this 
is the generation of them that ſcel thee; that ſech-thy face, G 
Jacobs: Cod. They are always wanters, and that makes 
them always ſeekers and beggars. | | 
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upon their knees, or in a way of praying in the name of Chriſt, 4 
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1 eie, I ſhall name a-few of them. 
1. The earthly Canaan was a t 
7 leſtial Canaan. 
_ 'Eanaan! It is called a govgly land, a holy land,” a land flows-- 


— EN LIN POO 


Lord? s preſence filled the tabernacle': O how does his glori 


2 5 


* 


——» a 3 
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J, In its typet. The types of the beavenly Canaan were 


of the heavenly Hd" ce- 
How magnificently does the Lord ſpeak of 


ing with milk and honey; "yer: this land was but a type and. 
maden of the heavenly. 


2. Paradiſe was a type of this: heaventy: Das Though : 
an the pleaſant orchards and comely things in the world were 
_ © unite/in/ one, they could not come that length as to compete 

with the eathly paradiſe for pleaſure and comelineſs,” When; 
God placed our firſt parents there in their innocent ſtate: get 
what was it but a faint reſemblance of the heavenly paradiſe? 


enten but a ſhadow of it. 
ze The Sabbath was a type of this heavenly, happy, and 
eternal Sabbath of reſt. Indeed it is but a reſtleſs reſt the 


Lord's people have here; when they reſt in the Bord at any: 
time, their reſt is ſoon diſturbed : 
times, Return to thy raſt, O my ſoul, for 


dealt bountifully-with tbece how ſoon does the devil, and the 
ill heart, and the world, diſquiet them again? but tbere ro- 
main: à ref. a ſabbathiſm; r the people of God ; when they 


Tall reſt from their labour, reſt from fin and forrow.. 


4. The tabernacie-was'a type of the heavenly Canaan ; 


preſence fill heaven, and fill all the hearts of the heavenly in · 


habitants l glorious things are ſpoken of the earthly Zion; how | 


much more glorious things may be reger of the new: cruſt 


| lem above But then, 


24 We ay conſider this heavenly Canaan'i in its epithets, 1 


as, 

1. It is called a houſe, John 14. 2 
pared place. In my father's houſe are many ma 
go to prepare'a place for you. 
where glory dwells! what an excellent houſe will it be when. 


Mont; 7 1 


the father of the family will be in the midſt of the houſe, and 


all his children about him, all his elect gathered together from: 


all corners of the earth; where the God and Father of our 


Lord Jcſus Chriſt, Chriſt himſelf the elder brother, and all the 


younger brethren,” will dwell together! + 
Enter thou into be 
toy iy Lord. Joy here enters into the believer, but there 
the believer enters into joy: he enters, as it were, into an 


, It is called the joy of the Lord. 


ocean of joy; and it is the joy of his Lord jeſus. How great 


is the joy that Hur Lord entered into as the reward of his obe- 
| 1 upto death 2 of which it is ſaid, —— 2. * "the | 
2 I 


„ 


on oy Little and Till : Xo 1 


even though they can ſay at 
the Lord hath- 


f 
. a | 4 


4 manfor houſe. a pre. 4 


3 what a noble houſe is it 
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2 2 tht was ſet aden Fim, be FL the. veel 

| 475 ng the ſhame. and is fet down at the' right hand. of the 

throne of Ced. That ſame joy the ſaints: _ to.coter into 4, 
In thy preſence tbere.is fulueſt of jay. & e 


* 


F „ | Fhe S40-9f 


God is eternal life through Jeſus Chrift: our Lord; life is 


| * 4 A living flie is more happy, by reaſon of life, than the 


oriovs ſun in the armament. The rational life is yet more 


le for evermore. 


4. It is called a hingdom, 2 TT a Tim, iy. | 
18. The Lord ſpall preſerve me te. his heavenly kingdom... 
Tea, ſuch a kingdom, that here all the ſubjects are kings. 


One ſaid of Rome once, that it was re/dvblica rerum, à com- 


3 8 mon- wealth of kings; they are all. tang and pr ies unt 
' their God : and there all the-kings have their crowns, a crown 


CY 


.of py rake righteouſneſs, and joy: they will have their thrones; 


im that overcomes; will I give to fit. with me on my. 


fron, &c.. They will have their royal rohes, their n 
5 7 and palms of victory. But again. 


= We may sonſider this heavenly Canaan in its. . 
"There : are eſpecially theſe four parts of heaven and glory men- 


W Ma in ee re, namely, 


ce through a glaſi darklys. but thin face to face. 
Father, will that theſe: whom thou haſt given me may be 
with me where lam; to: behold my:gl{orys:; New. cabinets 


af rich treaſure will be en vp. wy them every- moment to 
a eternity 5 


former. 1. John iii. a. e hall. le Uk him, for we ball. ſoc - 
im as he is. This is the native fruit of bebolding Chriſt to 
thereby brought to conformity- to him, 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
The third part of it is /oves This folaws upon the former. 
rl breeds love even upon earth: then will the ſaints be 
made perfect in love, x John vi. 18. O what: flames of love 
will bun io beaven | every ſaint will be a flame 
The fourth-part of it is /atis faction, which proceeds r 
the reſt, Pſal, xvii. 15. / will Ut 2 face in righteouf- 


Al this is begun on earth in the heirs of glory. The bright- 
er view a believer gets of Chriſt, the more likeneſs; the more 
'kkeneſs, the more loye; the more love, the more ſatis faction. 


ſweet the life of grace is yet ſweeter thay-any of theſe: hut 
the life of glory is ſweeteſt of ally and and this life is * it is- 


Hon. likeneſis love, 7 . 
N part of it is. the viſe of Gus 1 Cor. uiii. 16. 


The end part of: it is /ikene , which follows upon the 


meſs 3 when 1 awake, I ſhall be ſatisfied with thy likene/t.. 


t. O when there ſhall be perfect ſeeing, there will be perfe&@- |. 


od | "Ev? avon Ws Lan and Tithe. | '9 " 


75 Kkeneſss when perfect likeneſs, perfect love; and when per- 
he | fect love, perfect ſatisfaction and joy: Then the ranſomed of 
„he Lord fall return, and come unto - jon with ſongs, _ 


7 * 


* 


„ everlaſting yo Au b#hetr heads ; oli fe e =o 
4 and gladneſr,” an Porrow and l „um. I 

| 10. . 
de I, We might conſider this boy Canaan in its 51 
a erties, / | It is another ſort of inheritance than the Wy 
3 naans © 
is 1. It is 2 glorlons indevitabes ; it is Tory itſelf : yea, an 
Ws, ring great and eternal weight” of glory, 2 Cor. v. 12. 


v. | God, who is every where preſent, is there gloriouſly, 1b 

r. | make à weak allufion; the ſun in the firmament is in this or 

. | that place, by his rays and beams; but in the firmament in a 

1- | glorious manner: ſo God is here on earth in his grace, and the. 

% | rays of his countenance ; but in heaven in a glorious way. O 

nm | there the ſaints are indeed all glorious within and without both: 

3 y their bodies glorious, like unto Chriſt's glorious body, when 

once they are raiſed ; : their ſouls glorious, becauſe perfect i in. : 

}f F holineſs,” » 

| 2. It is a heaventy ;nerirtinee; therefore called: a heaventy 

1. Aae as I ſaid, in oppoſition to earthly kingdoms. There 

the great King is heavenly, the ſubjects are heavenly, the ork 
is beavenly, the reward heavenly, the company heavenly, the 
converſe heavenly, all heavenly. 

J. Tt is a purchaſed and promiſed. inheritance 3 called a 9 
chaſed poſſeſſeon, E ph 1. 4. The crown is purchaſed, the 
throne purchaſed, the robes purehaſed, and all purchaſed by 
the blood of the l. amb; which makes them to fing that melo- 
dious ſong, Worthy is the Eamb that was ſtain. And as it 
is purchaſed, fo it is promiſed in Chrift before the world be- 
gan, 2 Tim. i. 9. and Tit. i. 3. The earthly Canaan was & 
promiſed land; they had it by promiſe made to Abraham firſts. 
and in him to them; ſo s heaven 3 to Chriſt, and in 

| bim to all the ſpiritual #frael. | 

. 4. lt is an eternal inheritance; 1 Pet. i. l inberitance 

e jiacortuptibls, undefiled; and that den, not auay. The 

E The carthly Canaan was but temporary, ſubject to be laid de- 

| folate for the fins of the inhabitants thereof; and accordingly 

i i was laid waſte, and remains ſo-ta'this day: but the heaven- 

- ly Canaan is an inheritance that is not liable to corruption nor 

>. | defilement, and therefore fades not away, it cannot, like the 

former, be infeſted with enemies or ill neighbours, nor with 

4 - 
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any plague or malady. The inhabitants of the land ſhall not 
fa Ian fiel. It is a place af perfect health. without any: | 
. - IANS and: a- happy W without any death, er 


* 7 
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Oo, e Gael Conguelt; or; 


I 


thouſands of. years. are gone, their happineſs is but beginni 
Zarthly kingdoms fade, and this world's monareh die; 
that everlaſting kingdom, death is ain 


Fit were to have an end after millions of years, 8 
to make them live in perplexity and trouble; but it is eternal 


and everlaſting. There is a ſhort defcription,. from the word, 
ef that beavenly Canaan. e 


I. The 75rd thing is to nem what nations-of enemies 
and oppoſitions are in the way to this heavenly Zion. See how 


many and mighty natious ſtood in the way of: Lirael's poſſeſſing 


ttthe earthly Canaan, ver, 1. of this chapter where our text lies, 


Seven nations greater and mightier than they ;- and after 
they came to that land of promiſe, ſome of theſe nations were 


And in proceſs of time, God flirred up other nations againſt 
the Ammonites, that coaſted near their dwelling; heſides the 


them captive. And beſides· out ward enemies and foreign inva- 


and David's againſt Saul's; Iſrael againſt Judah, and Judah 


on every de.. 
that oppoſe the true Ifrael of God, in their way to the he aven- 


- . any-part of heaven that throngh grace- they pc ſſeſs on earth. 
In alluſion, therefore, to the ſeven nations here, that God caſt 


ſpiritual enemies and oppoſitions that are in the way to the 
only premiſe, that as, in an out ward ſenſe, all nations of the 
earth proceed from one root and original, namely, the firſt man 


oppoſe our happineſs do ſpring from one root; and the grand: 
root is original fin and natural corruption: here is the great 


oppoſitions againſt God, and the Iſrael of that are bound 
«for the heavenly Canaan. A body of ſin an death is the fertile 
wonmb that brings forth ſwarms in one day; yea, there, as it 


” fear ef death: a bleſt eternity ; for when thouſands, thouſands, 
| ut 10 


 ſoffered to dwell among them, particularly the Jebuſites, that 
were like priekles in their eyes, and thorns in their ſides. 


them; for juſt and. holy cauſes; as the Philiſtines, the Maabites, - 
Aſſyrians and Babylonians from remoter countries, that led 


ions, they were not a little vexed and diſquieted with civil and 
inteſtine diſſentions: there was Saul's houſe againſt David's, 


. againſt Iſrael; Manaſſes againſt Ephraim, and Ephraim againſt 
Manaſſes; nations thus both witheut and within, and enemies 


Now, in like manner, there are great and mighty nations 
' ly-Canaan above, and that hinder their peaceable poſſeſſion of 
out before Iftael of old, | ſhall thew ſeven of theſe nations of 

heavenly Canaan, and that diſturb the true Iſrael of God in any 
begun poſſeſſion: that they may have here through grace — 


Adam; fo ib a fpiritual fenſe, moſt part of all the nations that 


* + Commander,, that leads forth multitudes of nations of actual 


were, whole nations are born at once. But more nn 
n | | 1 ere 
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| thete are cheſe ſeven naxions that oppoſe and vex the Tſraet of 
God in their way to Canaan n 6 8 
1. A nation of van #oughts. We are by nature vain in 
- [our imagination, Rom i. 21. and theſe vain thoughts lodge 
within the walls of Jeruſalem, Jer: iv. 147 O Ferafalem; waſh- 
a | heart from wickedneſs; how long ball vain thoughts lodge 
wi hin thee? Theſe nations lodge within, and take bed and 
I board of you, and eat up the ſap of your ſouls; therefore, 
ohen David ſays,” Pſalm cxix/ 113. hate vain thoughts, 
be expreſſes them with a word that fignifies the ſprig and 
Branob that grows in a tree, which draws the ſap out of it, 
and makes ãt fruitleſs. - Do you not find a nation of this ſort 
ſwarming about your hearts every day, and every hour of the 
day? yea, I am miſtaken if thefe Philiſtines have not been upon 


ſieging your fouls'in time of hearing, praying, communicating 
at this eccafion and't trow, they that are exercifed and bound 
J for heaven,-will-find a need of Almighty power to put out 
this nation before them, though there were no more; and in- 
deed theſe vain thoughts are like the flying poſts. to the reſt of 
the nations that may be named. But then, 50 
2. There is a nation of-wordly cares, which Chriſt com- 
ares to briars and thorns, that choke the ſeed of the werd 
ark iv. 19. and Luke vii. 24. This nation goes under the 
name of \Frugality; but if you look narrowly to its armour, 
you will find the motto thereof to be careful about many 
hingt, but wh. e the one thing neceſſary : and yet this 
is fuch a powerful nation that many people are ſubdued by it, 
ſo as they can do nothing but mind earthly things; and ſo 
miſs heaven, and come ſhort of ſalvation; yea, ſuch is the 
power of this nation, even over the Iſrael of God, that he is 
obliged, in a manner, to ſmite them, and force the world out 
of their heart with a rod of correction, Iſa. lvii. 17. For the 
inigufty of his covetouſneſs was I wroth, and ſmote him: 
| yea, the rod of God will not do it, till the grace of God effi- 
-caciouſly be exerted; I hid me, and was wroth; and yet he 
went on frowardly in the way of bi heart : but ſovereign 
333 grace ſteps in; I have ſeon bis unge, and will 
0 42. FE, | e , 0 N 8 2 i 
3. There is a nation of doubts and-fearr, and finful dis- 
cburageme nit, and unbeltieving objedtions, Pfal, xlii. 6, 5. 
The ſoul is overſet and overwhelmed oft - times with them. 
They may well be compared unto a nation; they are ſo many, 
that no ſooner does a miniſter begin to anſwer objections, but 
the; unbelieving heart will raiſe a thouſand more; and fo. 
atighty, that there is no ſubduing of them, till Chriſt himſelf 
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you, and if theſe nations: have not been beſetting you, and be- 


Heaven wn ty Little wnid-Litite. . wi 
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rebuke 
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rebuke them, as he did the raging waves of the fea, with a 


word of power, and ſo create a calm in the ſoul. This is a 


nation that rages, like the heathen ſpoken of, Pſalm ii. an 
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many vain things againfl. the Lord, and his aneinted ; but. ||. * 


the Lord ills the rage with the rod / bes 75 th: that he 
Sends out of Zion, when he makes a people willing in the 
day of bis power. He anſwers the doubts and objections of 
unbelief, and ſtills the fears and diſcouragements of hispeople, 
either by a word of power let in to the heart, ſuch as that, 
Fear not, it is Ig be not afraid: 0 thou of little faith, 
-ewherefore did/t then doubt? or by.a breathing of his Spirit, 
accompanying a werd that is ſpoken to the ea. 
4. There is a nation of #7ged/y men from without, that alſo 
ven and oppoſe the Iſrael of God in their way to the heavenly 
| Canaan, Pſalm xliii. 1. Judge me, O God, and plead my 
cauſe againſt an ungodly nation : this is a nation that many 
times ſuppreſs and bear down the work of God in the ſoul—. 
The company and influence of the ungodly, that mock at re- 
ligion, and laugh at facred things, is a great let and impedi- 
ment to the ſalvation of a ſoul, | And as it was with Iſrael of 
old, ſo it is with the church in all ages; ſhe is never without 
enemies that annoy her: There are four ſorts of ungodly. men 
that the church of God generally complain of; the tyrant and 
atheiſt, the heretick and the hypocrite ;. ſome of theſe. would 


| , fybvert, and others pervert her. The tyrant by heart · hatred, 


4 — —— 
* 


and open perſecution; the atheiſt by profanity of ſife; the he- 
retick by corruptaeſs of doctrine; and hypocrite by pretences 
of holineſs. Theſe nations of ungodly men do oppoſe the 
Lirael-of God, partly by force, and partly by fraud; and in- 
deed the ſecret enemies are uſually. the moſt dangerous of the 
twain; they that uſe fraud, are mere dangerous than theſe that 
uſe force; for theſe, being ſeen and known, are more eafily. 
<3 eng but the other not ſo eafily ſhunned, becauſe tak 1 — 
i 3. There is a nation of mighty fings, and powerful giants,. 
as the ſons of. Anak are called, Num. xiii. 33. How many 
great kings did the Lord give into the hand of Iſrael? ſuch as 


VI FR 


Og king of Baſhan, Sihon king of the Amorites, Pſal. cxxxvi. |- 


13; 19, 20. Pſal, cxxxv. 10. 11. But there are greater kings 
auc; potentates than theſe, that ſtand in th& way of the poſ- 
ſ;flion of the heavenly Canaan. There are more eſpecially four 
kings, mighty kinga, to be ſubdued; ſo rtr. 
41.) As % is a mighty king, that reigns in us and over us 
naturally: therefore ſays the Apoſtle, Rom, vi. 12. Let not 
#n reign in your mortal body; to, . 
2h PP oo Þ-4., =. - 275, 16,08 OO [1 
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. "iy Catan i à mighty king in his own territories; th ere · 


fore called the prince of the world, the prince of the pow 
of the air, that rules in the hearts of the children of diſo - 


© bedience, Eph. il. a. 


(.) Selfis a mighty king; it competes with King Jeſus, 
and Keeps his throne, iſo long as the loftineſs of man is not 
brought/idown, and the haughtineſs of man made low, Iſa. 
ii. 11. that the Lord alone may be exalted in the heart: and, 
even after Chriſt is exalted to the throne of the heart, ſelf is 


Kill fighting and working for the throne. It is a King that al 


the world adore. ls Red - 1 

(z.) Death: is a mighty king, therefore called the I ing of 
4errors, Job xvii. 14. He isla king that is the terror of kings, 
as well as inferior ſubjects. This is called the laſt enemy of 


God's Iſrael; Ti laſt enemy to be defiroyed it death : and 
happy they that get the ſting of death removed, which is fin. 


See 1 Cor. xv. 54, $5; 36, 57. Death fhall be frvallawed up 
in victory. Chriſt is the victorious conqueror of this and all 
other enemies ; however, thefe are mighty tings in the way, 
and ſome of them have mighty giants in their armies, particu- 


Jarly theſe three, king fin, Satan, and ſelf, have powerful 


armies to fight their helliſn battles. And there are, | 
3. A nation of -decertful lufts in the heart; ſo called, Eph. 
iv. 22. | Theſe are like ſo many deputies and. officers, captains - - 


and lieutenants, fighting under the banner of king fin, king 


ſelf, and king Satan, | againft King Jeſus, the God of glory,— 


O what ſwarms of luſts make up this army of hell! If you 


will travel through the.camp; of your heart, you will ſee an 


armed regiment of .gigantic luſts: there. you may ſee grim- 


faced ignorance, armed with the devil's black livery; there 
= may ſee curſed atheiſm and unbetief, armed with lies and 
blaſphemies, and bitter invectivgs againſt heaven: there you 
will fee cruel enmity, armed with a bloody ſword of forcible 
oppoſition unto God and Chriſt: there you will ſce ſubtle hy- 
pocriſy, armed with fraud and flattery: there you will ſee braſen 
faced hardneſs of heart, armed with a brow of braſs: there you 


may ſee dultiſh ſecurity, armed with a fearleſs ſpirit, and: a 


ſtupid conſcience; bold preſumption, armed with a daring 
countenance ; towering pride, armed with a robe of gaudy. at- 
tire, and an eye of ſcorn, contempt and diſdain ;-as alſo ſelf- - 
righteous: confidence atmed with groſs ignorance; both of 
the ſpirituality of the law, and myſtery of the goſpel.— 


There is a powerful nation of heart plagues, and deceitful 


luſts; that reign over the ungodly world, and many times 
rage in the hearts of believers, to the leading, of them cap- 
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6. There is a nation of aꝶ uf o bHen bing in the: lifes . 
and nt in the converſation: theſe are like: the common ſol- 
diers of the army of hell, making daily excurſions into the 
camp of 1frael; yea, every hour of the day they are breaking 
out on this hand, and on that hand, .and'round about us on 
all hands, in innumerable” omiſſions aid compmiſſlons. Here 
breaks out intemperance and inſobriety, in cating, drinking, 
and uſing of the comforts of life; there breaks out idle words, 
vain talking, unprofitable converſation: here appears negli- 
gence in duty, or careleſſneſs and indifferency / in hearings: 
reading, praying,  communicating.; and. there appears mils; 
ſpending of time, Sabbatk and week-diys both, waſting our 
precious opportunities, and mi · Mu proving our talents, without 
endeavouring to do good. or get good, to glorify Gad, or edi- 
fy thoſe that are converſant wih us. The Former nation 1 
- mentioned was the luſts of the fleſh, and this nation ia tha 
works of the flefh : the luſts of the fleſh are deceitfully hidden 
within the walls; the works of the fleſh: are open and manifeſt, 
making continual out ward excurſions. You have a lift of them, 
Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. Another lift of the names of the ſoldiers; 
of this army you may read, 1 Tim. iii. 1, 2, $9 4, 5. Fc. Man 
Hall be lovers of themſelves : there goes the king and com- 
mander in chief, ſelf love; and then follows a lift of tbe com- 
mon ſoldiers, covetous, boafters, proud, Blaſphemers, ui: 
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without. natural: 
affetion, truce breakers, falſe accufers, incontinent;\ fierce, 
deſpiſers of theſe that are good, trattors, heady, high mind. 
ed, lovers of pleaſures more than lovers of God. Having. a- 
Form of godlineſs, but denying the power thereaf ; from ſuch: 
fun away. F 4 1 
Now, theſe are ſeven nations continually in arms, and at 
- work for hell, and againſt heauen; the nation of vam thoughts 
continually flying poſt through the reſt of the nations for intel - 
ligence ; the nation of worldfy cares continually: making pro- 
viſion for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof; the nation of 
doubts, and unbelieving fears and jealonſies, is ſtill keeping 
watch, and ſtanding centry at the door of the heart, to keep 
out all heavenly meſſages, and exclude: all prppoſals of peace 
with heaven; the nation of ungodly men continually guarding 
the out works ef hell, and playing tbeir battering rams, to 
beat down what God, and Chrift and the goſpel, would build 
up. The nation of mighty kings, that I mentioned, are ſtüll 
iuing forth new commands and orders for war againſt hea- 
ven; the nation of deceitful luſts, like ofligers of the army, are 
ſtill muſtering the hoſt, leading them forth to the field of bat- 
tic, and ſetting them in batile array ; and the 198 of _ 
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fins and ont - breaking are ſtill/brandiſhing their words and 
ſpears, making daily and hourly encurſions out of the camp of 
hell, and incurfions upon their oppoſites and antagoniſts, run- 
ning upon the camp of ſſrael to deſtroy them, and Hinder their 


march to the heavenly Canaan; Now, to theſe ſeven nations 


all the world of mankind are by nature kept in ſubjection 3 
and, which is worſe; they are willing ſlaves and captives to 
them: and even the Iſrael of God, that have left their camp, 
and fled under the colours and ſtandard of the Lord jeſus 


Ehriſt, the captain of ſalvation; are many times led captive by” 
_them'y they are ſtill giving battle to Iſrael. . 

Now, O thou that art bound for the celeſtial Canaan, what 
thinkſt thou of theſe nations? are they not ſever nations,. 


greater and nigbtier than thou? Surely if thou haſt found, 


to thy ſad experience, the power, and policy, and pernicious 
© Influence of theſe mighty nations upon thee, it will be wel- 


eome news to hear that Fhe Lord thy God will put out 
theſe nations before thee by little and little.“ 

"The fourth thing that F propoſed, was to ſpeak a little 
of the cangqueror of theſe nations; that is, the King of Glory; 


the Lord ſtrong and miglity; the Lord mighty in battle. In- 


deed; they that have ſuch mighty nations to fight and debate 
with, have need of a mighty conqueror to ſubdue them ; and- 
he is bere ſaid - to be the Lord thy. God: where he is deſeribed, 
1. By his name, Jehova h. 2. By his relation to them in 

1/t, Ifract's captain, that fights their battles, is deſcribed by” 
his great name Zehovah; THE LORD, in capital letters; 


which is ordinarily-ufed in all our Engliſn tranf)ations, to in- 
timate, that in the original it is IEHOV AH; and it is a name 


that points out the perfection of his nature: it is remarked, 


that all along. the firſt chapter of Ceneſis, whiie Ged was yet 
upon his ereating work, he is called Elochim, a God of power ; 
but in the fecond chapter of Geneſis, verſe 4 Ged having 
compleated his work, he is then called Jehova Elorbim, ax 
God of ponuer” and per ſection- And as here he takes that 
name when he perfects what he had begun, fo we find him 


making himſelf known by this name, when he appears to per- 


form what he had promiſed to Iſrael, Exod vi..3. # appeared” 


to Abraham,. Iſaac; and Jacob by:the name of EDD AL- 


MIGHTY; but by my name FEHOV 4H. was Fact made: 
Known tothem. God would now be known by his name Fe- 


hovah, as being, 1. A God performing what he had promiied, 
and ſo giving a being to his promiſes. 2. A God perfecting 
what he had begun, and finiſhing his own work. And now, 


| the ſubduing of the Canaanites before Iſrael was a work 
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that God had promiſed, andiiia work. that now he had 
begun. | Therefore, he makes himſelf know in this wo 
work by his name jehovah, acperforming and perfecting God 
his is the powerful and perfedting conqueror, that all the true © 
Iſrael of God have to look to, and depend upon. for deſtroy- 
ing the nations of ſpiritual enemies for them. This name be-: 
longs to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, + wc wth the Father and the 
eternal Spirit. It is he that led Iſrael out of Egypt by the hand. 
af Moſes, wrought wonders for them, and brought them ta 
Canaan and delivered their enemies into their hand; by all 
which was typified the greater ſalvation and deliverance that 
ne was ta work, in accompliſhing the bhuſine ſa of; our redemp- 
tion in our nature. And by taking to himſelf the name JE» 
SUS, he hath not loft the name JEHOVAH;- nay,. he could 
not be a Jeſus if he were not a Jehovah ; Le could not de- 
ſtroy theſe nations 1 have named, the ſumi of which is fin; for 
to.defiroy fin, is more than to make a world. Sin cannot be 
deſtroyed without ſatisfying that infinite juſtice that fin offend» 
ed. and glorifying that infinite holine ſs that fin affronted, ang 
fulfilling that law that fin had violated; and appeafing that 
wrath and vengeance that ſin had kindled. Further, fin could 
not be deſtroyed, without deſtroying the devil that begat it, 
and the wicked heart that brought it forth; all which requires: 
a new. creation, more great and glorious than the firfl, and be- 
langs to none but Jehovah. | This, name points out the divine 
glory of our Redeemer and cenqueror, which F offer, id theſe. 
wo further remarhs upon t. IH 
. This. great name ehe vab (as theſe that inveſtigate the 
Hebrew root obſerve) ſignifies being, eſſence, ſimple exiſtence, 
or ſelf . ſubſiſte nee; and imports tis moſt ümple, abſolute, eter · 
nal, and independent being and c viſtence having bis being in, 
of, and from himſelf, and from whoſe infinite being, all erca- 


* 


tutes have their infinite being . 
„2. This great name Jehovah comprehends in itſelf the three 
4 Hebrew tenſes; the preterite, ſiagifying thę time. palt ; the pre- 
fent, ſignifying what is now; and the futbre, fignifying what 
is to came; aud imports that · de ſignat ion given to Chrift, Rev. 
i. 4, 8. Which is, andubich was, and: which is lo comer | 
| TSbusheis.the LAM VHAY LAM, as he is called, Exod, iii. 
14. The Alpha and Omego,/ the firſt and the laſt; the firſt 
without beginning; andthe laſt without end. O!] but they 
that have ſuch a glorious general to follow. need not fear to. 
take the field againſt rhe nations !- he is. PEHOVAH:; 
Adly,  1ſrael's Captain: general is here deſcribed by his rela- 
tion to them; thy G, the: Lord thy fed. This relation is. 
ſtated upon the gruund of a new covenant diſpenſation, even a 
F 1. ae £4 _covenang. 
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covenant of promiſe iu Chriſt Jeſus. | Of this covenant there; 
was an old teſtament diſpenſation, under which this peo le of 
Iſrael were; and a n-w teſtament diſpenſat on, uider which 


we are. The former was à darker, and this is a- clearer and 


hrighter diſpenſation of the (ante new covenant The old co- 
venant of worke being broker and violated by the fin of man, 
'Ged could not in honour come under this relation again to- 
fmners, but upon the grunnd of a new covenant eſtabliſhed in 
brit This covenant of promiſe was firſt-diſcovered'to Adam 
in paradiſe, afterwards to Abraham-and others. The promiſe 
of thatinew'govenant was ſealed by the blood of Chriſt typi- 


cally, undder the Old Teſtament, by the ſacrifices then offered, 


and aQually at Jeruſalem. when he gave his life a ranſom for 
many. Upon the footing of this covenant, I ſay it is, that he: 
aſſerts this relation; % Lord thy God. But more particularly, 
for explaining this relaxiye defignation, thy God; we may take 
a fon rfold view*thi 


„ * It is expreffiy 5 8 ancient federal relation betwixt 
| God:andIfrael of ond, the church of the-Jews under that dif- 


nenſation. He decame their God. and they were choſen of 
him to be his peculiar people, beyond all other people in the 
world, as you ſee, Deut. vii. 6Gf. For thou art a holy people 
to the Lord thy God : the Lord thy God hath choſen thee 
to be a ſpreial people to himſelf, above all people upon the 


61 face ot the earth.“ He made know his mind, with reſpecr 


to the way of falvation, to them, and*they to others, Pſalm 
exlvii. 19, 20%ꝗ e ſhewed his word unto Jacob; and his 


* — — —— — 


ftatutes and his judgments to Iſrael; he hath not dealt fo with | | 


56 any nation.?” And having taken them vilibly into a cove- 
nunt relation, he eſtabliſhes his covenant with them and their 
feed, Deut. X 11. Tne Lord had delight in thy fathers: to 
% lore them, and he choſe their ſeed after them.“ And thus 
ke ſaid to Abraham, Gen.-xvii: 7. 1 witleftabliſh-my-cove- 


«nant between ine and thee, and thy feed after thee, to be a 


© God to thee and to thy ſeed.” renee fays God to thein, 


18 Lou only have 1knowrn of. ai} the families of the earth.“ 
— [All this is ſaid of them, even with reſpect: to their church ftate, 


abſtract: from the- ſingälar faving-privileyes of true believers. 
among them,; who through grace were enabled to improve theſe - 
great advantages. they enjoyed above other people. By virtue 


les this relation that he ſtood in to them, he engaged, as the 


Lord tbeir C to put out the nations ol the Canaauites be- 
fore them by litile and liitls. 

2. Y ow may view it at 3 expreſſive of the preſet federalfrela- - 
on that God ſtands in to the viſible church under the New” 


Teſtament, even to us Gentiles, as-ſucc:edivg to the Jews in“ 


* * — 
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their chureh privileges, together with ſuperadded advantages; 
a ſo far as the“ New Teſtament diſpenſation does excel that of 
the Old, as it was ſaid to the Jewiſh church, The promiſe is 
to you and ts your children, Acts ii. 29, and that to them be- 
Tongs the adoption and the glory, the eovenant and the pro- 
Miſe, Rom. ix. 4. 80 in like manner do they belong to the 
Ss Chriſtian church, we beine grafted among them, to partake ef 
tune root and ſutneſtef their olive tree, Rom. xi. x7. Hence 
| flows a common intereſt that all the members of the viſible 
church have in God'as their God, and Chriſt ze their head; 
not only as an head of emineney, but as an hend of influence. 
and government. All the common influences med amonet the 
members of the viſible chureh come from his ſource, and from 
thence reſuſt many exc-llent privileges, all which are ſealed in 
baptiſm, which ſueeeeds to-the ſeal of cireumeifion among the | 
Jews. Baptiſm ſeals to us, and to all the viſible church, a 
common general right to God's covenapt, ſo as'we may war- 
|. © rantably plead the promiſcs, and the promiſe in particular, I 
|- will be your God, and you bull be ny people; which is the | * 
fundamental promiſe. Great are the privileges that belong to“ 
| | the viſible chureh, that do- not belong to thele that are 
| without; God commits to them his miniſtry, his oracles and 
ordinances, by the means of which he brings forth children,, 
and gathers his elect, ſo as out of the church viſible there is | 
no ordinary poflibility of ſalvatfon, Acts ii laſt. As all the 
buaptized members of the viſible church have ſealed intereſt in 
the covenant of promiſe. ſuch as lays them under a ſpecial 
obligation to believe in Chriſt, ſo they have a elaim, beyond the 
reſt of the world, to God as their God in Chriſt, and as their 
Saviour: yea; all the church viſible are ſaid to be in/Chrift, 
Johm xv. 2 even theſe branches that bear not fruit, and that 
ſhalt be taken away, and caſt into the fire. Baptiſm ſeals our 
ingraftment into Chriſt - that is an ingraftment common to all 
that are members of the vifible church, beſides the ſaving 
ſpirituab ingraftment of true believers. ' Now, that common 
relation that you all have to God, as church - members, though 
it be common toe believers and unbelievers, yet it is in it ſelf a 
- ſpecial pfivilege, whereby you are exalted above the reſt of the | © 
world that are without the churh, and gives-every one of vou 
ga right to plead this promiſeè to be accompliſhed to you in a4 
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Moeing members of Chrift, and true Iſrael of God, whom he 
makes fo, by becoming their God; in a way of ſovereign free 
- grace, in and through Jeſus Chrift in whom they have a pe- 
cFuliar intereſt in God as their God, and a- ſpecial title to all 
the promiſes of the new covenant as their charter; all the 
-promiſes thereof being yca and ane in Chriſt jeſus. Now; it 
is in this ſenſe efpecially that I confider this deſignation, 732 
Lord thy God; becauſe it ĩs the ſpiritual intent of the text that 
Etreat, namely, as it does typify and repreſent the ſpiritual- 
deliverance of the true Iſrael of God from: their ſpiritual ene- 
mies, in order to their poſſeſſion of the heavenly Canaan; yet 
not escluding the great appearances the Lord makes of his 
church viſible on earth, colleively confidered. And here it is 
proper you obſerve, that theugh this title, The Lord thy Sed, 
be oftentimes in ſeripture ſpoken of with reſpect to a viſible 
church; a mixt people of good and bad; as when be ſays to 
Iſrael, © am the Lord thy God, that brought thee out of the: 
4: land of. Egypt, and houſe of bondage; and whereas, in 
many inſtances, it is ſpoken collectively of the whole body ef 
the chureh, yet this. rule is to be noticed, that, where the 
Vord is nientioned in relation thus to a: mixt people, all tgne 
privileges that flow from ſuch a relation of God te that people, 
are but common privileges, I mean common to all that viſible 
church. Thus the privilege of bringing out of the land of ⁵⁸ 
Egypt, was a common privilege, common to alt that people, 
good and bad : among them; and ſo was this, privilege of cutting- 
off the nations of the Canaanites before them in a literal ſenſe; 
aud poſſeſſing them of the earthly Canaan: and, therefore, 
though God be called the God of a church or people collec- 
© tivelr, which infers many excellent privileges, though common 
ts them all, as was ſhewed above, yet he is not their God in 
the ſame reſpect as he is the God of the believer, or of the true 
Israel. As they are not all HMrael that are of 1ſracl (for the Ml 
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whole viſible church, God's profeſſing people, are of Iſrael; 
but only true believers are Hraclites indeed; and Jews inward« 
ly, the true ſpiritual circumciſion) for theſe true Ifraelites have 
a courſe by common, having a [ſpecial and peculiar proprietx - 
in Gad as their God, which infers ſpecial and peculiar- privi- 
leges T7 And hence; e ; "RA (ab; 7 55 - 6-974 8 
4. You may view this deſignation, & God, as expreſſive 
of all the bleſſings that are imported in this ſpecial relation that 
de ſtands in to his true Iſrael. And, indeed, the privileges im- 
ported thus in the word, thy Cod are innumerahle and un- 
ſpeakable. His being their God, imports that they have an 
intereſt in all hat he is, and all that he hath, and all that be 
can do, and. is wont to do for theſe whoſe God he is. lere 
J/%%%% ᷣ ᷣ ↄ f a n 18, : 
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% Ji. Gradwual Conqueſt; or- 


is a field that would take à long eternity to travel throuch. 


Happy is the deople whoſe God: im the Lord. All happineſo 
in time, and for ever, is imported in it. His being their Gad, 


imports all the relations that he can be in to them. fo maki 


them holy and happy for ever in himſelf; that he is and will 
be their u to enlighten them, their portion to enrieh them 
their ſather to pity them,, their. busband to cheriſſi them 

their righteouſne/7 to clothe them, their: guide to conduct 
them, their g/#ry.to-crown them, and their ALL in all. But 
the text confines me to theſe relations imported in this title; 


FP God, which have a reſpect to his deſtroying their enemies 


ore / them by little and little. I only mention two of theſe t 
1. His being their God, imports that he is their Friend. though 
their enemies be many. 2. His being their God, imports that 


be is their /5ie/d, though their enemies be mighty. 
(A.) Amidſt the multitude: of enemies, their Cod is their 


be ou friend. / Cod be For ui, ſays the apoſtie, aã wh can 
It againſt ut? Rom. viii. 1. And he is a friend to all theſe 
to whom he is Gd in a peculiar manner. And his beihtg their 
friend; imports the removal of feud and enmity; his anger bet 
ig turned away, and reconeiliation made up through Chriſt, 
whatever Was the former difference. It imports the -acceptas«- 


| 72 — And, indeed. no matter who be our enemies, if God” 


_ ton of their perſons in to favour. and the obligation he lies un- 


der as a friend, by virtue of the. new: covenant of grace and 

omiſe, to belp them in every time of need, and to do all 
| Dale works iwthemand for them, and to: fight all their baitles. 
Therefore, 35 A ks / 25. 08 


(A.) Though their enemies be-mighty, bis being their God 


imports that he is their iel. Te Lord God is a ſun and 
Faield to them, Pfalm Ixxziv. 12. The ſhields of the earth are 
bis; and his being their ſhield, is to be underſtood both in a 
Aa ſenſvus and . way. FT. Hie is the Lord their God 


and ſnield to deſend chem, Pſalm vii. 10. My defence is ef 


Cod, which aue] the upright in beart. Hence called 
Hrong ſoauer and rockiof defence, a hiding place, a covert, a 


Hao u, to ſhelter them from the affaults and; attacks of the 


nations of enemies that are within them, and round about” 
them, Iſa. XXII. 22 A man ſhall be a hiding place from the 
% wind, a covert from the tempeſt, as rivers of water in a dr 


4% place, and as the f,2dow of a great rock in a weary land.?“ 
ar He ie the. Lord their God and ſnield for offtndingalt their + 
enemies {Hence he is ſaid to have a rd of powet girded on © 


his thigh, for executing judgment or their enemies, Deut. 
xxxil. 31 If 1 whet my glittering. ſword, and* mine hand 
| 1 4. bold of judgment, I will render vengeance to mine ene- 
mies, and a reward to them that hate me; I will make mine 
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*. arrows drunk with blood, 15 . — alſo md! 43, and cont» 
pare it with Ila Iniii x, 2. 3, 4. The day of vengeance i is in. 
mine heart, for the year of my redemption is come Or 
it is a day of happy vengeance to the Iſtael of God, when he, 
as their mighty conqueror, ſubdues the nations under them, 
and takes nengeance on all their powerful luſts and ſpiritual. 
enemies, A day of vengeance to the enemy, is a day of re- 
demption to his friends, : But this leads me to the, 

V. Tbe th thing propoſed, namely, to ſpeak: of the man- 
ner. of the conqueſt. We have heard of the conqueror, here 
deſigned, The A by Cod : and now the manner of the con» 
queſt is, He will put out theſe nations before thee by little 
& and little.” And here three things may be noticed with 
reference to the manner. of the conqueſt; . It is obtained 
powerfully and eſſectually; He wi! put out theſ nations. 
a. Viſibly and remarkably ; he will put them out before there 
3. Gradually and piece: mail; by littie and. little, To each of | 

7 E would ſpeak a word. a 

Firſt, The manner of the ene Iv, that it is obtained 

powerfully and eſfectually: The Lord thy. Gd will gut out- 

theſe nations; or, as it is rendered in the margin, he will 
pluck off theſe nations. And fo it is further explained, verſe 
2 of chis ch»pter; he will deliver tbem unto thee, and 2e 
deſtroy them with a mighty dæſtruction 7440 they 55 deſlrayed- 
utterly. And be will. deliver their kings inte thine hand. 
verſe 24. and Exod. 23. 30, By little an . will] driue. 
them out, Now thus, in the ſpiritual conqueſt, the nations 
muſt bs put 9271 and the Lord's s putting them out does im- 

ort, 
- 0 That theſe, patios: af laſts. aud ſpiritual, enemies barg 
firength and power: upon their ſide; ſo that it is no eaſy work 
to get them driven out, | yea-utterly impoffible, unleſs the Lord: 
our God undertake it. If you aſk, where the frength of theſe 
nations lies, and particularly the fixength of hg's 20 4 Feen in 
N four things: | 

(.) The ſtrength of the stich fin- and Juſts: bes. in their 
root, the body. of ſin and death: as the-frength.of à tree lies 
in the root, ſo. that the ax* muſt be laid to the root, if you 
would deftroy it; and as the, ſtrength of the water is in tbe 
fountain, to that, if you would deſtrey it, the fountain muſt be 
ſtopt up; fo the ſtrength of fin is in the root 200 fountain of - 
fin that is within. And hence, | 

(2.) The Grength of theſe nations of- juſts lies in the relation 
they have to ourſelves: and hence for a man to deſtroy his 
luſts, is to deny himſelf. Theſe nations of luſts and ſins are 


5 * 1 oo of himſelf, that they 45 em to be the beſt part, 10 


ac. 
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the moſt uſeful part of khimſelf ; his right hand, his right eyes,! 
dis members, Col. iii 5. © Mortify therefore your members 7 
n, hon wn pet ge fo oe 
., (35) Pheiſtrength-of theſe nations ſies in the comander . 
and captain general that leads them forth, that is, the devil; 
the great quarter maſter that fills the beart; as it is ſaid of 
Ananias, Acts v. 3. Why hHath Satan filled thine heart. to f 
lie to the Holy Ghoſt, and keep back part of the price“ — +> 
It is the devil that fills the heart of people to lie. and nls their Þ 
heart to ſwear, and fills their heart to drink and de bauch; and 
Kills their heart to keep back what ſervice is due to God." Thie 
_ commander is a ſtrong man, and cannot be conquered” but hy 
A Kronger. Ten, FF 
[̃.88.) The ſtrength of theſe nations of ſin lies in the the Jaw Þ© 
af works, Cor. xv. 30 The ſtrength of ſin is the law.“ Sin -0! 
hath dominion over all that are under the lau, and not under F 
grace, Rom, vi. 14. and that on many accounts, that I can- 
not now inſiſt upon; but particularly among the reſt,” becauſe 
by reaſon of the original breach thereof, they are under the 
eurſe of it, of which curſe the firength of ſin is a great part 3 
_ fo tbał᷑ no. leſs power than that which can pull up the root, n 
body of ſin and death, and pull down ſelf, and all the mem: 
bers of it, and that can deſtroy the devil the captain of hell, 
and at the ſame time give full ſatisfaction to tgᷣe la of the God 
of heaven; no leſs power can deſtroy theſe nations, for here 
their ſtrength lies. The Lord's putting them out, ſuppoſes P. 
and imports. this ſtrength and power that they have upon their 
2186. It imports that theſe nations of luſts and ſpiritual enemies r 
have the paſeſion, which indeed is aHo a great part of their F 
:Krength. There would be no need of driving them out if. 
they were not in': nay, they are in poſſeſſion, they are inf 
actual poſſe ſſon of the underſtanding of all men by nature, 
who are therefore alienated ſrom the life af God, through the 
ignorance. that is in them. They have actiiał poſſeſſion of the. 
will; hence men are not only unwilling to let theſe nations go F! 
out, and as unwilling as Pharoah was to let Iſrael go, though 
Piagued from heaven for his wilfulneſs ; but alſo the will is 
filled with enmity againſt God, and riſes up im arms and oppo» |? 
fition againſt him, and in favours of theſe luſts. Vea, they“ 
have poſſeſſion of all the powers and faculties of the ſoul: they 
are deeply rooted in the heart and nature as the Jebuſites 
were in the land of Canaan and there they fortif aud intrench P. 
tbemſelves, ſo that it is no eaſy work to drive them out; yea, 
'as they have no will to go out, ſo out they will never go, kill | 
they be driven out by a ſuperier power, as Chriſt drove the e 
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aan leer, out of the temple, cho turned che temple ob. 
God: ta a dem of thieves. Therefore. 
3: At imports an-exerting of the divine power in appoſition 
a theſe nations, in order to their _ put out and deſtroyed: 
d that is even the almighty power of God ia Chriſt, by the 
Ghoſt, Rom. viii. 13. If you through the ſpirit mortify:, 
the deeds of the body, you ſhall live.” It is not by the 
wer of⸗ nature, or free will; not by might, nor by power, 
but by my ſpirit, ſays the Lord of hoſts,?? Zech. iv. 9. When 
he conqueſt is atuially commenced in à ſoul, the ſpirit of God 
omes and gives battle to the nations of the Cananites, the luſts 
J old inhabitants of the heart, and takes poſſeſſion. How: 
. ſo,” may afterwards more appear: only, I fay here; the 
prd's putting ut the nations imports, that his almighty. pow. 
rie actually put forth for this end. | 
4. It imports; that this power is and ſhall be. Fectual; for: 
tis faid, He will, put them out; he will drive them out of 
heir old quarters, and deſtroy them ; 3 he will drive them out» 
f the heart, out of the bobſe, out of the will, out of the affec- 
ions; out of all forts where they ſtrengthened theraſelves, aud 
tdaſt: out af the world, when he completes bis work of ſancti- 
ation; for, He that, hath begun the gend work will perſe®#. 
% Phil. i. 6. And ſure there is no true - hearted Iſraelite here 
hat; will ſay, Amen, Lord baſten the time when theſe: nations 
luſta hall be driven qut of my beart, and driven out of the 
rurld i Lord, let them be driven to hell with the devil their 
aptain, and let me be quit of them for ever. Well, the day 
f theri complete extirpation is a coming The Lord thy God. 
ill drive out theſe nations; But then, 74 
[ Secondly, The manner of. the conqueſt here expreſſed, is. 
tfble and remarkable-; be will drive them out before thee. 
think-this word: may import the viſible and remarkable man- ; 
er of the conqueſt; and more particularly, 
. That the Iſrael of God get 'a gf ef their RESET WERE; | 
'bele: nations are in their view, while the Lord their God is 
riving them out, and while they through grace, are led to the 


9 


eld of battle againſt them: he will drive them out before 


ee. They that never got a view of their fins and lufts, nor 
t. the ſtrength of their arms; that never ſaw their own cor- 
upt nature, nor experienced the power of corruption i in their 
earts: they are yet living at their carnal eaſe, in the midſt of 
ieſe- nations, and under the power thereof: they are alive 
bit haut the law, Rom: vii. 6. be- commandment hath not 


_ ſome, nor ſin revived, to diſcover its firenth to them; they 


. ſoldiers under the devii's banner: they have not taken 
ot | on 
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bn with Chriſt : the battle with the nations is not pet” 
for they never yet ſaw them, nor viewed their ſtrengtBnu. 
. His driving out the nations before them imports, that, 
_ © through grace, the. Iſrael of God are made active herein. It]. 
is before thee they ſhall be driven out. Being acted by his 
Frace they act; being armed by his ſpirit, they fight; and! 
through the ſpirit mortify the deeds of: the body. E is true, 
ſometimes the Iſrael of God have nothing ado at all, but juſt 
to ſtand ſtill, as it were, and ſee the ſalvation of God; to ſtand 
Au, and fee how the waters will divide to let them through, 
And how they will return to drown and overwhelm their ene- 
mies. But, for ordinary, their work is to go forward, in the 
name and ſtrength of the Lord their God, and give battle to 
their enemies, that they may be deſtroyed before them, 
and under the banner of Chriſt Jeſus, the glorious Captain off 
mation, to fight the good fight of faith. Yea; ð | 
. His driving out the nations before them importe, that, 
cen when they are called to act and fight, they hall have no 
3 123 of b:afting, but rather of 5/u/hing, when they con-| 
mier what part it is that they act in this matter, for the Lord“ 
dimſelf muſt be the agent; The Lord thy God will put out 
"Bheſe nations b: fore thee. Iſrael's captain goes before them, 
__ , and leads the van; the lion of the tribe of Judah muſt go be- 
fore them, and tear theit enemies to pieces: It is he that fub- 
_ . _ ques the nations under them. He hath gone before them al- 
ready, and had a bloody battle with all the nations of hell upon 
mount Calvary; there he fought, and overcame principalities] 
And powers; there he condemned fin in the fleſh, and deſtroy- 
ed the ſtrength of it by nailing the law to the croſs, Col. ii. 14. 
And however the nations may rally their forces again, and 
ſeem formidable and dreadful, yet their ſtrength being broken 
_ at this bloody engagement, the believer hath no more ado, ing 
effect, but to hold up the red flag of the blood of Chriſt byſ. © 
faith, and then he overcomes by the Blood of the Lamb, Rev. 
Tii. 1. The great battle is already fought, and the great art © 
the believer, in all the leſſer battles, lies in ſetting his captain 
before him, ſaying, 0 go in coal pts of the Lord; for in} 
" theLordonly have [ righte»uſneſs and firength ; viewing him 
as before the:n in the field, according to his promiſe, Jh: Lord | 
. thy God will put out theſe nations before thee. T1, | 
© 4+: It may import, that as the Lord their God will make] 
their enemies to flee before their face, fo they: ſhall be 
_ evitneſſes to the wonders of his power in overthrowing the 
nations in their way. The true Iſrael of God dare hardly call 
themſelves warriors againſt their enemies, but rather witnefles| - 
to the battle of the Lord, when he fights fur them, and makes 
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idem orreome, aud then gives de, name. of c, 
rode ey mor: than compguerors through him. h love# © 


_overcomers, ſaying, 7% n #/ 
I with me on ny throne, &c. 
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res then the name. of con- 
e overcomes for them, and then cfowus them ag the 
| To him that. overcomes, will, 7 give ts 
„Ke. They are witnefles.to his ex- 
ploits againſt their enemies; for his ordinary time of fighting 
retharkably for them, is when their ſtrength-is gone, and when 


hem. 


he ſees their power is gone, and none ſhut up or left, by rea- 


on of the power for their enemies, Deut. Xxxii. 36, then he 
teps in, and takes vengeance on their enemies. And indeed 
the day of power is a day remarkable for victories over fin, 
ſatan, the world, and the luſts thereof. Do you mind the day, 
believer, when you thought there was a legion of devils, à na- 


Tion of luſts, an army of corruptions, a regiment of hell within 
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you? but behold you got a view of the Captain of ſalvation, 


ready fo put ont theſe nations before you, and you got grace 
to take hold of him, to believe in him, and fo to turn to flight 


the-armies of the aliens: are there not fome remarkable times 
When you got your feet ſet upon the beck of your luſts? By 


, Phee T have run through'a troop, ſays David, Pfalm xviil, 2g. | 
and by my God I overleap a wall. It is true, the conqueſt is 
. Hot aye remarkable; for ſometimes the nations encompaſs them 


About like bees, and fling them, and torment them, and pre- 
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_ vail againſt them: inigultie prevail againſi me, ſays David: 


d 4 they never prevail fo far, but that grace ſtill rene ws the 


- Dght, and at laſt obtains the victory, though yet through many 
ups and downs, and fallings and riſings, tos and fro's, and 


changes. Therefore, . 


* Thirdly, The manner of the conqueſt here expreſſed is 
gradual, by litile and little. | 
tended, with reference to the manner of the Lord's deſtroying + 


This is the main point here in- 


the nations: Therefore, I would here, f. Shew what:may.be 
imported in this his putting out the nations by little and little. 

nations in a ſpiritual ſenſe. SY 5 TTT 

/t, As to the import of this phraſe, ly little and liitle, 
. It ſays, that the Iſrael of God are not to expect that theit 


2. By what ſeveral ſteps, ſtrokes, or degrees, he puts out the 


Fziritual enemies will be all vanquiſhed at the Girſt.onſet,— | 


ough the victory be begun whenever the ſoul gets in to 


Chriſt, and under his colours, who is the captain of falvatian, 


yet the commencement of the ſpiritual. war is not the com- 
pleatment thereof; nay, there may be ma 


the war be at a cloſe, and the victory complete; for though 
the enemy bath got à dead ſtroke, and though the nation of © 
luſts, like the beaſt mentioned. Dan vii. 13. have their do» | 


a battle before 


"Flo Gradual: Congurft: "ors. Keg hs 
"i: 6/4 2 _ OE | ö 
- minioy baker away, y yet. their Hows are. pal tr fr. a wer: 
2. * oceaſibns he war ti be prolonged. £ 
. By tht üttle and little, it imports, that the viſible Seits 
e nations of ſpiritual enemies may be very ſnall ; 1 
may be at a time but holpen with little help, Dan, Xi; 34. and ; 
Fet'a tile reviving in their bondage, Ezra ix. 8. a little yic- 
Tory at a time, a ſmall advantage againſt the enemy; but thoug 
fit de finall, yet the day of ſmall things is not to be 0 | 
: There iv. 10. "for, as WE lay, many imalls make a great FT. | 
54 72 

3. The Lord's potfing them out by little ang little 3 im porta, 

ur though the ſeveral-foils be ſmall, yet they are icke ul; 
For by title and little the nations are thus put out and diſco» 4 

 Ated; every ne w battle tenas to che ruining of the enemy more 
And more. Let not the believer ſay that nothing i is done, be- 
- cauſe follittle'is done, and the enemy is yet alive. O be thank» 
ful, if by little and little the Lord be putting them outs and . 
cg, diminiſhing their forces. J 
By little andd little, it imports. the continuation and pro, | 
1 of the wat, until their be total extirpation of the na- 
ions. ' There may be an intermiſſion of ſtrokes, now a ſtroke | 
and then a ſtroke given to the enemy; bot no inte rmiſſion of f © 
. be war during the militabt ſtate, no proclamation of peace 
With the enemy, no league with any luft amopg the true Iſrael 
1 of God. Lufts may indeed riſe an rage, and rally their forces 
Again, even after they are rooted, and a multitude of theſe pa 
lions may gather together; and the believer may be in great 
fears of the Hue, left he be ſwallowed up and deſtroyed before 
them, till by faith, be get a new recruit of auxiliaries and 
ſtrength from heaven, and then he will ſay, with the Plalmiſt, 
Pſualm exviii. 10, 17: The nations compaſſed me about, but in 
the name of the Lord will I defiroy them for then the right 
Fand of the Lord does valiantly. Yet ſtill it is by little and 
little z here a little and there a little; here a little ſtroke given 
do ſatan's kingdom, aud there a little ſtroke; here a little daſh 
given to the old · man and his luſts, and there à little daſh; a 
. little at this duty, and a little at ano her; a little at this ſer- 
mon, and a little at auother ſermon; at this ſacrament, and 
the other ſacrament, till the finiſhing ſtroke be given. But 
this 3 to the other queſtion here: 

44. what eps and degrees is the conqueſt over the . 
nations . to à total extirpation of them? Here I might 
Erquire, x. By what degrecs the eonqueſt is advanced by Iſrael's 

captain in his own perſon? 2. by ata is advanced 


m | in _" 2 N21 . 1 
FETs 8 6. By | ; 


: 
z 
. 
{ 
| 
1 
4 
| 
' 


a 8 
Ds w 3 


r ; 7 ** 1 _—_— * : i * at”, * * mT — vo + a DEAN 2 * 7 2 * 
— # 


PE TO TOE OTC STI Rn ů miner” 2mn0 
N 2 ; 1 4 „ £3: 3 is "Lit 7 1 TS 
© Heaven won by Liule and Litth. * 3 
_— 7 | * | : N | 


- |  6r.) By what degrees the conqueſt fo adyanced and compleat=+ 
| ed'by the captain of Ifrael, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, in % an | 
bern? I will tell you four remarkable” periods. of his con- 
| | queft, wherein you may ſee four remarkable degrees-thereot.. 
| 
: 


— 


Period was the commencement pf. the war in paradiſe, im- 
mediately after the fall of Adam; there he proclaimed war 
between the ſeed of the woman and the ſeed of the ſerpent ? 
andi after the proclamation, during that Old Teſtament period, 
he kept all his ſoldiers in expectation of appearing,. according 
10 that promiſe and proclamation, as their beall and generals, i 
ſo that, in the faith of this coming Meſſias, they OVercome.— 
24 Period was in the remarkable combat that was betwixt. the 
two heads of the two-contending parties on. mount Calvarys- - 
. | Chriſt on the one hand, and the ſerpent on the-other;,when, . 7 
_ though the ſerpent bruiſed his heel unto! blood, yet he: $7 70 "0 
the ſerpent's head with his bloody. heel, while by death ede 7 
| PBroyed him that had the power of death, that "is the; devity- 
And vanquiſhed the nations of hell, by deftroying their com: 
mander's power, 3d Period Was in the after-game that fol- 
lowed upon this memorable combat; When in his reſurrection 
And afcenfion unto heaven, he diſmantled all the garriſons of 
Satan, divided the ſpoil with the flrong, led capliwi car 
live: which laid the foundation for a ſucceſsful war to all his 
Iſrael, carried on between Michael and bis angels, and the 
dragon and his angels; where the dragon, having got a deadly Ml 
_ frroke, cannot prevail, Rev. xii. 7, 8. though he continge thug - 
to rally his forces againſt heaven, and all that bend heavenward 
. tothe end of the world, And then comes the 414 period, in 
that conſummate ſtroke which the captain of ſalvation will give 
to the devil and his armics, at the great day, when. he will” 
dome in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory; 
then death, and he that had the power of it, ſhall be utterly - : 
deſtroyed; for, the laft enemy to be deſtrozed is death, x Cor. . 
xv. 56. from the firſt to the laſt enemy, not one ſhall. be left 
nor ſpared from deſtruction: then fin. and death, that was 
brought in by fin, ſhall be under an eternal baniſfiment, never 
more to appear among the Iſrael of God.. Thus you ſee by: 
what ſteps and degrees the conqueſt is effectuated by the Lord 
Ieſus in his on perſon. ;; . PEP ans 
(z.) By what degrees, ſay you, is it actually obtained by 
bim in %, embers and ſoldiers, when he drives out the na- 
tions before them? _ Why, 1. By little and little, he brings 
them to the field of battle againſt the nations, in a day of poõ W- 
er, when the ſpiritual war is begun. 2. By little and little, 
de carries on the conqueſt, till the day of death, when the war 
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fare is concluded. 


7176 raduel. c abc: 1. 0s 

15 1 th bf little and little he brings them forth-to 
Wy again 335 nat lons of luste that and in their r to E. 
EASE Canaan, and that in a day of power, in Wes? 


Neri” when, the fpitituat War is commenced Ne the man * 
ion. 


. 
„e How Hoes the Lord their God bring them. bonn 
_ againit the enemy 
=>. F'do" not limit the Lord to this WW] that way; He. is ne | 
reign: but U ſpeak of the ordinary ſteps ad degrees, by which . 
he brings - any poor: inner that was under the power of fin 
aud Satan, mixed with, and under the power of the nations 
Hell; by which; 1 fay, he brings them to the field. There are 
Feral fields that the captain of ſalvation leads them through, 
| before they be on the ned e where Es nations are put 
5 ur before them. N 
. He leads. them to the field of confideration, and makes I 
them there beth ink k themſelves what a fad ſtate and condition. 
they are in, While waging wy, quand heaven, under the deviPs' 
9 aer. What am 1 Going and where am I going? and, 
e will be the end of th things, and of living in the ſervice 
_ of thelc natlans of luſts? | Many never go ſo far towards the 
"heavenly Canaan, as to ſtep in to this field of conſideration,” 
The ox knoweth. bis owner, and the afi\ his maſter's crib; 
"But 1ſracl does not know, my peaple do not conjider, Ia, i. 3 
But, ah! many never ſo much as turn their faces towards „ 
Belt” of battle againſt their laſts, ſo long as they do not enten 
| on' this field of confideration. therefore, when the Lord be- 
ins a good work on his people, he brings them firſt to con- 
ler their ways; I thought upan my af, and turned my 
Tac to thy teflimanies. May be he brings them to it by ſame - 
todzing providence, whereby he ſtops their career in wicked - 
ness, and hedges up their way with thorns, as be ſtopt Ma- 
i naſſes,” and beld him in the thorns of Babylon, till. he began to 
- confider and x nůð]ö that the Lord was God, and. that. he was ; 
5 fighting aghainft God, - 
© 2. Another little advance, Ahile by little and little he leads 72 
| Them forth to, battle, is his bringing them next to the field of 
Foncern. Thi, natively follows upon due conſideration. The 
man is brought to ſee the hazard and danger he is compaſſed 
with, and to be afraid of the iſſue. Some may. make a Rep in- 
do the field of conſideration. a little, but they preſently ſtep 
” back again, without going forward to the field of concern 
| but when the Lord hath a mind to bring one forward to the 
camp for war, he brings them into the eic Of great concern, 5 
| where they are filled with a greater concern abqut ſalvation 
than ever 8 bad about any etch in * — Eying, vis | 
= Joy} . & + 
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the jailor, O what fill I do to be ſaved? and with Peter's. 


hearers,: Men and brethren, what ſhall we do is there any. . 


ſalvation for me, that have been fighting againſt God all my 


ua 8 ? „ WE Es - Sas . 

5 52 Another little advance is, his bringing them out of the 
field of cancer n to the field of reſtleſi net, even to à reltleſs 
endeavour to come ont of Satan's camp, and out of that ſad'+ - 
condition they ſee themſelves into; for this concern about fal- 
vation, and fear of everlaſting damnation, makes them to fall 
about the means of relief, and fo they read, and pray, and hear, 


and meditate,” and mourn, and weep, and reform; and you. - 


would think they were by this time beginning to fight againſt © 
the nations of their luſts: but, however theſe means be good 
themſelves, and a reſtleſſneſs in the uſe of them may be 
wrought under the awakening influence of the fpirit of God; 


yet there is ſome other field the man muſt be taken through, 


before he can be capable to tift arms againſt his-luſts in an 


evangelical and acceptable manner: for, as yet, his legal heart 


leads him to not hing but a legal warfare, under which his ſpi- 


ritual luſts remain ſtill in their ſtrength and dominion, Ibe 


man is yet ander the lau, and fo under the dominion of fin, 
Rom. vi. 14. And hence, while he is yet in this field, he is 
ready to be filled with vain imaginations, and legal dreams, 
like the young man in the goſpel, that it is by doing ſome good 
thing or other he is to have eternal life. In this caſe, he may 
be doing a great deal of duties, and doing what he can with + 
the greateſt natural feriouſneſs, and yet to no purpoſe; becauſe - 
ke is doing upon the principle of the old covenant of works, do 
and live. Therefore, 5 IS EF | 


. Another little advance is the Lord's bringing them from 
that field of re//z/514/} to the field of deſpair ; lo as to deſpar 


of ever. getting victory by their legal diligence, to- deſpair of © 


life by the law, and their on obedience thereto... When the 1 
foul is upon this field, it meets with the law, and fees the en- 


tent and ſpirituality of it, as exacting uo leſs than perfection, 
internal perfection in heart and nature, external perfection ia 
lip and life; eternal perfection in point of continuance and du- 
rat n; for, cur/ed is every one that continues not in alk; 
things written in the book of the law to do. them, aud ſo all: 
this per fectian it requires upon pain of eternal death and dam 
nation. Now, ihe commandment comes, Rom. vi g. and 
though the man was alive without the law once, and reckon - 
ed he was right enough, and bad fair for the heavenly Canaan, 


as well as hiv neignb-urs,. yet the commandment thus. coming, 


Au revives, and he dies ; his hope and expectstion dy the law., 
or by his legal endeavours, give vp the ghoſt. Now, ull 2 
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man be brought to this field of deſpair, he is not brought-half 
| © way to the field of battle againft the nations of enemies in hie 
was to Canaan ; but when the Lord brings a man to this deſpair 
in himſelf, and to deſpair of relief from creatures and means, 

. then there begins to be ſome hope in Iſrael concerning hini. 
„„ / rd rind AE N 


3. Another little advance, while the Lord is bringing tick man 
by littfe and little to the goſpel, camp, is this: he brings them 
_ From the field of Ide/parr to the feld f hope; mean, to 2 
Far- way fight of the cape of good hope, in the hearing of the 


— 
- 2 
- X - 


+. glad. news of the goſpel concerning the captain of ſalvation, in 


whom lone poor inflaved ſinners may be made more than 
=  . Conquerors over fin, and Satan, and the world, aver death and 
"Th bell, and all ſpiritual enemies. The ſoul hears of this mighty 
Captain, that he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt; and fo cons 
-  Celves hope, that may be he will ſhew mercy, and delwer 
2 a poor captive. I ſpeak not here of the new and lively hope, 
that is the fruit and effect of faith; for, on this field of hope: 
+ that 1 ſpeak of, the man is yet between hope and deſpait, as 
it were; this hope cannot be a helmet to him, while be. yet 
Wants the ſhicld of faith; yet it is fuch a hope, wrought by the 
© | dbjeQive revelation of the goſpel, as keeps bim from finking 
into utter diſeouragement, and encourages him to go forward, 
„ becauſe he ſees a door of hope open in the call of the goſpel, 
wherein he hears Cbriſt, calling him to come to bim freely, and 
> receive. his grace. O. there is the door of a new covenant 
E Open, ſays the man within himſelf ; I ſee it is open for the like 
ot me, and lam particularly.called to come in at this open 
dor. And now, when, the man is brought to this, he is 
truly not far fiom. the kingdom of heaven, not far from the 
leid of battle: he need but to be holpen with a little farther, 
duc then his courſe is compleat. Therefore. 
. Another little advance is, after the ſoul is brought over 
Al theſe fields, by the good hand of God upon him, he is. 
brought into the field of ſaving faith, gating ſuch a; diſcovery, 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the captain of ſalvation, by the ſpirit of wif⸗ 
dom and revelation.in the knowledge of him, as powerfully: 
determines bim to take on with him, as a. volunteer, being; 
made Willing in the day of power, and being charmed with the 
glory. of his perſon, the frecdom of his grace, the holineſs of; 

- the-ſtandard, and ruddy enſign died with his own blood. Here. 
the man ſees him girding his. ſword. upon his thigh, even his. 
Flory and majeſty: by this ſword of glorious grace, the finner 
Js made a willing ſubjeR, 4 willivg ſoldier to. follow the glori- 


dus captain, and employ him to fight alt his battles, . and drive 


deut all the nations of his luſts before him... Aud now the man 
C „„ 
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is.a Felt. Py is. come indeed to the field of battle, bebe 
_ joined to the Lord fefus Chriſt, and disjoined from his old 
general: now he is, by virtue of union to Chriſt, intitled to a 
. Compleat victory over all the nations of enemies in bis way, 
- and entitled to all theſe new reeruits from heaven, that are neã 
ecflary for the gradual ſubduing of the nations before him, Hill 
be wig to the poſſeſſion of the heavenly Cannan- 64 
| >, Thus you may ſee how by little and little the. Lord beten x; 
f Ken forth to the field of battle; and by what various degrees 


they are brought from ſlaves to the devil and their luſts, to be 4 


' faldiers of Chriſt But now. as by little and little he brings 
ws yn the field of battle nn the nations in 4 day of paws. A 


1 8 By litle and little he. carries on the conqueſt til the | 
day o death, when the warfare is compleated. The text 


leads me to ſpeak of the captain's part: The Lord thy G 


will put out theſe nations before thee: by little and litile. 
And indeed his part is the leading part in the all of this con- 


gqueſt, for, without him e can do nothing. To engage with. 3 


te enemy alone, and encounter the nations in our on ſtrength 
were madneſs; every luſt will taugh at the ſhaking of ur 
ſpear... It is Chriſt alone, and his ſpirit, that can deſtroy the 
nations before us. But now, the gradual conqueſt, till the © 

of death, by little and little, ſpeaks out theſe two things 
1. That the Mrael of God hath many /ad experiences all their | 
| Sr that their enemies the nations are not utterly-deftroyed; 
but are living and lively. ſtrong and- prevalent many times. 
2. That they have alſo many /waet experiences, all their days, 


of little aid and auxiliaries from heaven, whereby the enemy” 


is driven out and deſtroyed by little and little, from time to 
time. 
, I ſay, this gradual conqueſt taking place till death, and 
the warfare, ſpeaks out many fad experiences, that the nations 
of their laſts, and cerruptions,s and ſpiritual) enem ies, are not 
ulterly deſtroyed, and that, notwithſtanding of their being got 
fairly under the colours of their glorious captain, yet they wb 
/ find all their days that their enemics are hving, lively, ſtrong, 
and prevalent : for, their deſtruction being but by little and 
little, the conqueſt may be many times undiſcernable, while 
yet the power of the enemy appears great and formidable, not- 
withſtanding any little advantage gained at a time, and while 
they find many; dreadful ſallies and excurfions that the enemy 
makes upon them. Now. may not aſk. the Ifracl of God 
here,. If they have not too many new © os of the yet re- 
ng * 1 of the enemy: does nut your ſad en- 
perienee 
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| bes "IS that thit Meh 4 Line in 5 3 aware 
5 "wa See the law of your. mind, and bringing you into. 
capt; 22 to the law of Jin that is in your members; Rom. vii. 
8 23. and that you wreylle not agai nil flejh and blood only, but” 
again principalities and powers? Hph. vis 13. Does not 
lad enperience witneſs how violent your corruptions' are, and 
dos impetuoſly they break through every; hedge,” notwith-- 
-  Randing:of your being ſure to be ſeratehed with thorns; and 
> how eagerly they follow the bart, even when the hook is 'moſt - 
YL . diſcernable ?— Does not ſad expetience witneſs, that it is 
- 5 5 it hin you that ails you moſt,” and that your-greateſt adver- 
faries are men of your on houſe; and that, in the worft of 
times, there is ye more cauſe to complain of an evil heart 
4 than of an evif world, and that it is this carnal heart 
5 eee that clogs and "hampers you in your flights 
and motion towards God, and makes many times your 
., ehoiceſt, duties to be like a grievous taſk Does not ſad: 
- Experience witneſs, even fince you was brought- to the field of 
* battle againſt your ſpiritnal enemies, that there is more wick - 
- edneſs in your hearts, ſiding with the enemy, than you could 
have believed, though it had been told you? when once a day 
Jeu gol. vour feet —.— the neeks of your enemies, you could 
: have thought they would ſo fearfully prevail! again; or” 
8 had thought it, would it not have been a terror to y 
- Does not ſad experience witneſs fuch à power of corruption, 
that no ſooner: did you venture to ſport therewith, but it 
- quickly hath turned to earneſt; and carried all before it? ſo 
much gun powder for the enemy do you carry about with you, 
that you take fire vpon the ſmalleſt touch, and are ready to- 
de blown up with the flame. Does not ſad experienee wit- 
£ - neſs how ſoon the frrongeft: reſolution, even under the ſweeteſt” 
> gales, will evaniſh ; that:you are not oft in the eveving what 
you was in the morning; nor for many hours do yu keep the. 
- ground you had attained;. and how quickly you deſtroy that 
which grace hath built; inſomuch that if grace was not ſtrong- 
er to ſave and preſerve, than vou are to mar and deftroy, you 
would be undone for ever + Is it not paſt reckoning, how oft 
your heart hath thus deceived you? And is it not plain that 
the word of God knows Jour heart better than you do, de- 
celaring it to be deceitful. above all things, and deſperately. 
| wicked *—Does not fad experience ſhow you,” that the devil, 
who heads and leads the nations of luſts and corruptions, hath” * | 
the advantage of the ground; and knows how to correſpond 
with your corruption, and ſuits his temptation to your natura! 
temper, to your calling and company, and predominant n- 
Sande * even to n en ae N —— that... 
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je drives not only at the bringing ſin to the thoughts, but to 


ou have found had more bands upon your heart than you 


many times to ſtop the current to which, through unwatch- 


Incfs, you have given a vent? Does not fad experience wit 


« 2 


ead even then moſt dangerouſly tempt, When the tengts: 
Ion is leaſt ſcen and diſcovered ; and that by his temptation 


ould have dreamed it would have had; and how impoſſible jt 


he act. for putting ſome blot upon your walk and comerſa- 
Pon : —Ddes not ſad experience ſhew you, that it is bard; to 
lande about the fire, and not be burnt; and that the temptas 
jon, which at a diſtanee ſeemed ſmall, upon a nearer approach 


jeſs how the power and prevalency of corruptien hath con- 


amed the vitals of your ſpi-ituil life, and tumbled down bead» 
ong into confuſion ;_ eſpecially when you have given con- 


ind turned all your comfart to the dour, leaving nothing bes 
d but bitterneſs and death 2—Do you not 
have a weakening, cantivating, vexing, and tormenting 


power 2 gut many ſad experiences of this lorty and thouſands. - | 


lence a wramp, by doiog violence to light, in fiding x 
ie enemies, and adventuring on the occaſions of a temptation# 
When you bave gone with Peter to the high pricfi's. hall, 
Without a warrant or a call, hath it not coſt you dear, inſomuch 
hat. you have found bold ſinning hath, male faint believing. 


nd, your, fins 


pf. them in their litetime, may even the [fracl of God have, > 


whereby they find, to their, coſt, the nations. of cortu tone 


te declares. 


rom heaven, hereby the enemy is driven out and .deftr oyed 


hat have been brought to the field of battle, as 1 ſhewed be- 
dre; aud how the Lord, by httle and little, make» tile na- 
ions af luſts ſometimes to lee before them: but by how many 
tles in the believer's lifetime the war is carried on, who cam: 
ell * And/ how many little recoveries, little reviwings, little 
upplies, little ſupports, little .ftrengthening meals, little fins 


Alling antidotes, little ſoul reftoring cordials; how. many af 

heſe little fweet things, or ſweet little things, the Lord their 
od allows them from time to time, that by little and little 

hey-may win the day, it is not poſſible to tell, they are fa, 


many. The poor fighting believer. may get a thouſand of them 


pn a year, aud ten thouſands of them in his life-time, and may 


de more than half a ſcore of them at ane communion. Some- 
mes he gets a little new diſcovery of the g/ariour captain 


14 
* 


2 1 4 5 L 5 en 4 W 4 Mt; af 4, 1 I 
(.) It hows allo, that they have many. avert experiences. 
wn the other hand, of little fuccours and auxiliaries, tupplics 


om time to time, and this all the days of their life alfo,. till 
he warfare be accompliſhed at death. Fam ſpeaking of theſe 
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z 


re alive and powerfu}z as this gradual conqueſt by lille and 
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de becomes flrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 
_ ©, believer gets, ſo many little victories does he get over the ene-For 
iris e prayer, and of the ſpirit of adoption, crying, Abbafli⸗ 


bs. 1 Jaber. O Fatber, may he ſay, pity à poor child, pity a poor 
* -., Ohild, harrafſed with the devil, and captivated by the powerſvi 
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8 VV 5 „„ ALES ot 7 2 1 he 
he hath been long out uf ſight, and hiding himſelf: andſof 
a new fight of the glory of the Lord fills. the Iſraelites heart m 
with new life and courage, and hope of prevailing; for then li 
die ſees Chriſt to be a full magazine of all military proviſion, Im 
and an open magazine to give out armour for the war; and ſo 


Indeed, ſo many little glances of the glory of Chriſt that the 


my. Again, ſometimes he gets a little oufpowering of the u. 


- of indwelling luſts and corruptions. O but this gives the be · 
Iliſever a littſe eaſe and relief, when he can get his heart pouredſh 
out into the boſom of his beſt and moſt glorious friend, and nn. 
.- complaining of the tyrrany of the tempter, and the pre vailing it 


of the nations. Here is a liifle victory, when he gets a littlepr. 


-. _ face to put the enemies of his ſoul into the hands of his eap- ui 
.,-_ -. tain, ſaying, Vengeance, Lord; vengeance be executed uponſ/ 


- | | Theſe enemies, enemies that diſhonour thy name, and diſturbſng 


© |, covery of the.enemy's power and policy, and ſtrongeſt holds ;þ 
dio as, knowing the depths of Satan, and not being ignorant © 
bis devices, the believer is thereby put in caſe. to be upon his 


the peace of my ſoul.—Again, ſometimes he gets a little di. ne 


uad; and eſpecially. he is made to ſce and obſerve the ody! 
Wan of ſin, «that deadly cut-throat, that lies within his boſom ;þnd 
and while he is bemoaning himſelf with: Ephraim, crying outÞru 


| 5 with Paul O wretched man that Ian whi hall deliver mepat 


 from'this body of fin and death the enemy 18 lofing ground, he 


Again, fometimes. he gets a little communication of liſe, after at 


-a'deadneſs of ſpirit that ſeized him; and à little recovery, afterßet 
a fit of the falling ſickneſs and hack fliding; and the new com-P-27. 


munication of lite and health to the ſoul, makes him ftart uppf 


- fickneſs than he was before. Indeed, that ſpiritual fiekneſs of 


i his feet again, and 4: 75 the enemy with more vigour andpnd 
. reſolution than ever, like a man that grows ſtronger after hichll! 


the believer is not unto death, but unto: the glory-of God þ 
which his being recovered from, makes him fight more coura 
4 l watch moye earefully againſt the enemy than everpl 
e did - Again, ſometimes he gets à ſittle grip of a promiſe ve 
ſueh as that. 7 wil! ſubdue thine iniquity; fin ſhall not havggra 


Wominion over thee; fear not, for am with thee; Tha t 


Cod of peace Hall bruiſe Satan under yur Jeet ſhortly: andgim 


having theſe promiſes, be is encgursged to the holy ' wargra 
-* . namely, to c/carſe himſelf from all filthineſs of the fleſhands 


af theſpirit, and ts perfect holineſs in the fear of the we 2 7 
. „%%ͤ;ͤXIͥ ũ ib robo, My 
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Dienen won by Little and Little, 18 


kde promiſe grips his heart, and therein he ſees that the ſtrength 
ndfof Tracl is engaged to carry him through the hoſt of his ene- 
arthmies. * And thus, every little grip of a promiſe by faith, is a 
en little victory; there needs no more to give a chaſe to the ene- 
on, my, than a little upflirring of faith on 8 God in 
ſobriſt, and dependence on him under the conduct of his ſpi- 
gt. it — Again, ſometimes he gets a little grace, to wait upon the 
the Lord While the promiſe is not yet accomplithed, until he bri 
ne · forth judgment unto viAory ;z and the Lord is @ Cod of 
thehudgment, bleſſed are they that wait far him: be that be- 
bali ues, ſball not make baſle; knowing the race is not to the © 
dort, nor the battle to the fir ong and hence the believer 
verfwill find that his ſtrength-is to fit ſtill, and quietly wait for the 
be-fſalyation'of the Lord. Again, ſometimes he gets a little ged- 
red /orrow,, that works repentence unto life; goſpel repent» 
ind ance. iſſuing from a' fight of a crucified Chriſt, brings along 
ing with. it a train of artillery for ſubduing the enemy, 2 Cor. vii. 
tilept What carefulneſi does it work, ſays the apoſtle ; yea, 
ap-upat. abherring of ourſelves; yea, what indignation; yea, 
ponfwhat fear; yea, what revenge? When the heart is melt= 
urbjng before the Lord in godly ſorrow, O what revenge is it 
dif-jneditating' againſt the nations of luſts and corruptions f Oh] 
ds ;glad would the believer be then to waſh his hands in the blood 
t ofÞþf all his ſpiritual enemies! for at the ſame time he gets a lit- 
bisffle refentment of his own*ingratitude, ſaying, © do I thus re- 4 
'oldhutte the Lord; © fooliſh and unwiſe? A little holy ame 
om zynd bluſhing before the Lord, at the thoughts of his own 
out þrutilhnelſs, . ſaying, Behold I am vile; and a little foul de- 
ane baſement, caſting indignity upon himſelf, and giving glory to 
nd. he Lord, ſaying, Truth, Lord, I am a dog, I am 2 beaſt, 
fterſ am a. devil, but yet I come to thee to caſt out the devil, and 
fterpet glory to thy name, Further, ſometimes he gets a little 
m- ni maſlon of peace and pardon, a little ſprinkling of the blood 
uppf Chriſt upon the conſcience, to purge it from dead works; 
andpnd a little application of that blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from 
highll Un; and this bloody banner of the Lamb, being diſplayed, 
s offnakes the nations to flee before him; hey overcome by the 
od % of the Lamb, Sometimes they get a little opening of 
ura e heart, like Lydia, at the bearing of the word; infomuch _ 
everthat their hearts, that were dead within them like a ſtone, or 
1iſepver they, are aware take life and needfire, with 'a word of . 
havgrace, a word of power; and the more the heart opens to let 
Thqo the king of glory, the more is the enemy ſhut out; Some- *' 
andimes they get a little Areedem and boldneſs at the throne. of 
wargrace, when they comet hither to obtain mercy, and find grace 
anche belp iy tine of need: and when there they get a little 
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© The Gradual Conqueſt ; or, 


Aren th to wreftle with the Lord for a blcffing, ſaying, Lord, 3 


Iwill not let ther go till thou bleſs me ; they get even power 


| with God himſelf, as it is Taid of Jacob, Hol. xii. 4. He had. 
pIwer over the Angel, and prevailed. And when a man ig 
an overcoiner in this ſenſe, to have power with God; much! 


more will he have power over the nations of enemies, Rev. ii 
26. To him that gvercometh, will I give power over the na- 
Hon. Sometimes they get a little zuointisg of the oil of 


gladneſs wherewith Chriſt is anointed above his fellows, and | 


then the joy of the Lord is their ſtrength and a little ſhowe 


of the ſanifying and comforting influences of the ſpirit off. 


Chriſt, for watering their graces, and drowning their corrup 
tions. Sometimes they get a little oo and blint of the kind 
and compaſſionate eye of Chriſt, even after a denial, as he gave 


to Peter; and when they find him thus graciouſly looking te 


them, and kindly rebuking them, they go out and weep bitter-J 
ly; and while they are ſhedding the tears of faith, they are 


medding the blood of their enemies. Sometimes they get 
\ Sttle back /ook upon an old experience of the Lord's putting 


the enemy to flight before them. ſaying. I will remember theel 


from the land of Jordan and of the Hermonites, and from 


_ the hill of Mizar. Or little back look upon an old promiſe . 


that the Lord gave them with power: and when they are 
helped to plead it, ſaying, Lord, remember the word on 
which thou haſt cauſed me to hope, the enemy gets a new daſh 


Sometimes they get a little opening of the dor of hope in the 
valley of Achor, the lively hope of the heavenly Canaan through] - 


the reſurrection of Chriſt: and this hope is the ſinews of the 


holy war; for. as Hope makes not aſhamed, fo he that hath| 


this hope purifies himſelf; and. according to the meaſure ot 

this hope, is the meaſure of victory. Sometimes they get : 

little pull of the cord of love, ſo as to get the love of God ſhed 

abroad upon, their heart, and then the love of Chrift conſtiains 

them; the love of the captain draws them to the field, where 
love is the ſignal for war, Chriſt's love I means His banner 

over me was: leve, ſays the church. His love both leads the 

van, and fences the rear; and when the flame of his love te 

them kindles a flame of love in their hearts to him, then 2 

flaming ſword is drawn in the face of the enemy, the banner of 

love beats down the nations.— Again, they ſometimes get a 

little /Þz- itual ſenſe to carry on the ſpiritual war: for inſtance, 

ſornetimes a little hearing of the voice of Chriſt, ſo as to know 

the ſweet and powerful found of it among a thouſand voices; 
and then their heart leaps within them, ſaying, 1# ig the voice 
ef my beloved behold he cometh ſhipping upen the moun- 
tains, and leaping upon the hilli., Sometimes they get N 
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time, till in death he end the warfare, -by.eriving out e. , 


, 37+ 


and gata aud theibdliever may be. ſaid to get a ſmell of the 


- raiment, z ſmell of the roſe, when Chriſt is precious to him 


. all theſe ſpiritual ſenſes are exer - 


wem lea word; he gives them ſometimes a little hreathin b 
_ inthe ain of ſpiritual meditation: myimeditation:of bim fad 


= 


their, weapons, and girds them with ſtrength for war. It is 
lie that rubs off the ruſt off their arms, when at any time they 


are ont of uſe, L, blowing up their grages, and giving them 


Arength 40; exerciſe grace: and it is he that carries on be 


victary ta perfection, by ging power, mube faint; qud ie 


Himibat hath no might, be inert qſeih ſlnength from timerta + 


nations. ſo as never to be cen again. The bard hy God 


gut aut the/o rations before theetby little rand little. 


VI. The, Arth thing prupoſed was to give the reaſons of 
5 doctrines It migict here be aſked, 4. Why the Lord their 
god, aud he alone does put out the nations befor them? 


Why. he alone can do it, tor he is the Lord they would © | 


never be put out; if he did it not; and he alone will do it, he- 
ceavic he is their, God, and —_ ſtands: engaged by promiſe 
: 70 e and 
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and covenant ſo to do. The Lord thy God will put au re 


nation before thee, But, 2. Why vill he do it ſo gradualiy;' 


by little and little? Why does be kt enemies live: without and” 


/ 


* 


* 


witdin live to annoy his people? Seeing it is es for him to 
Jeſtroy them all mſtantly, hy will he deſtroy them gradually, 
By Tittle and little? There is much ef inſmite wiſdom id 


de obſerved in this diſpoſure; and therefore. I. world offer 
tome particulars for repreſenting the beauty of this method. 
1 lt is by little, and 1i:tle-he puts them out! without de- 
Aroying. them at once. that by them he may prove his prople,' 


Judges ii. 22. Some Canaanites were Nill left remaining, to- 
prove whether they will keep the way of the Lord. Thefe' 


_ Canaanites were enemies to their peace, enemies to their pra- 


= 


ſefſion, that fought their body's overthrow, and their ſoul*s 
ruin; and they are left to prove, whether they will eleave gilt 


nations of the wicked Obſerve it, then, ſirs, we muſt look to 
And enemies; out ward enemies to the peace of the church, 
and to the truth of the goſpel ; inward enemies to the graces 
and comforts of the ſoul > and this combat, thus continued in 
Iſtae), ſerves to prove whether our graces be ccunterfeit-or 


not; for they only are true Iſraelites, that are ſtill taking up 


7 
* 
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ations: of Canaanites. By this, then, it is evident who! are 


| true Iſraelites, and who not. Eos 5 . 
. It is by little and little that he will put out the nations 


Meir arms: 1 mean, that their graees may de erreiſed, aud 


particularly their militaut graees, There ate ſome graces 
would be for little or no uſe, if no Canaauites and corruption 


"were left : the ſpeci il uſe of faith, hope, amd patience, is for: 


Helping the believer to ſurmount the difficulties chat are nom 


in nis way. Many other graces there are, that there would 


De no uſe far, if all our enemies and corrupti. 6 were deſtroy- 


& at once. Triumpbant graces, ſuch as love and joy iu their 


and which there will be no uſe for in heaven # for example, if 
_ all wants were ſupplied fully, there would be no need of po- 


Feu of ſpirit; it all ſins were wholly deſtroyed, there would: 


de no need of godly ſorrow ; if de- ch were already ſwallowed 


* 
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* 
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” 


bp of victory, there would be no need of the deſire of death, 


Hor of the deſire of heaven; if viſions were already come, there 
would be no need of faith, as it is a militant grace, fighting 
its way many times through doubts and fears, and want of 


- 


to God's command, or whether they will follow the aborgl- 


arms againſt the devil, the world, and the fleſb, andiall rhe 


defore Iſrael, that thus they may be ſtill ſcurning to exerciſe! 


_ perfeQion, would make a perfect heaven; but there are mili- 
Aut graces, that muſt be exerciſed alſo, while we are on earth, 


bt and ſenle ; if fruition were come, there would be no 2 
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fore. the nations: are not wholly deſtroyed, but by little and 


mie. An, 


Eyes, and thorns in their ſides, to vex them. This is one of 
he ſevereſt ways of chaſtifiag them, when, to reprove them 
or ane ſin and luſt; he lets them fall into the hands of ano- 
tber; and yet, in mercy. to the true Iſrael of God, curing 
their diſeaſe in the iſſur; 25 he let Peter fall into a threefold - | 


* 


Pit among his enemies bands, for curing his ſelf-confidence. ; 
N think the cure was, worſe than the diſcaſe z but our 
Lord hath ſometimes very fearful ways of correctiug and-curing 
de ſouls of his wa people, : ; 


92 4. lt 


fuffers their enemies to live among them, and A to live”: 
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4. It is by little and little that the Lord pots'out the tations 
before them, to comiendthe excellency of: the :deliverince 


to:them that are in-Ctiriſt; yet, ſor their humetstien, G66 


them, and bft- times to ufflict them, thit they may Know the 
to him for help. It is hut Mttſewe ban take up ät once; by 


| benefit they have by grace, while tbey make continual Te uh 


'" Teafon" of our want of capacity? therefore, he Wits one'des 
at 


Mverance at this time, and another Jeliverances 


a | her deliverar at time, 
and à third deliverance at another time, and o on from kin 4 


to time, that we may know bob much we are obliged te bim! 


"rms, like ſome famous conquerors in battle, *who,” though 
they may, yet will not put all their enemies to chebedge of 'r £ 


, pd 


do the greater ſhame" of the/conquered, aud greater! fiofy" 


| hrough Lings in the day" of bit "wrath } "be 4 
| {captive: he ſhuts up fome of tbe” kings and commander d 
ehe helliſh nations inta the cave of the hebrt, where they may 


__ "folemnity of his tr iumph, by making a ſhew of them ep! : 
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to deſtroy finners, yea; ànd to wear out the 


J. ke delivers by little and little to ſhew the grunge, of 
.- | His glory, as the captain of ſalvation: - He ſhews the" glory of 
Bis power, in keeping us, notwithſtanding the great danger we 
Are continually in, While the enemy is alive with ius; without 
us, and round about us. How greatly does his power appear, 
im preſerving the toſſed ark amd allfthe waves and Unbws o 
AZ 3 that diſh againſt it and in keeplog the burgfög baſh 


nd io ws of 


m being conſumed? le ſhews the Fiery of his triu mph je 


ford, but will take ſome captives; and others they will kg 
alive againſt their days of trigemph, and then te fuffer dea 


44 


the conqueror/ When Joſpua dad dilcomfited theſe five kings 
that forght-againſt'Giveon, Joſh. 10. he would net Hay them 
Inſtantly, but ſhut them up ſu aeave eloſehy; intending; When 


ide battle was fully ended to put them to dedth; open: fo 


our great general and captain. the . 
he leads" eaptt Hy 


«rage, yet they cannot rule any more: and at laſt grows the 


* - 


4 


6 Hedeſtroys them by little and little, that ber] e- 


terplat the ene mies in their oπ plot, and -fHeht them with 


their own weapons: It is tbe plot of hel}; 5 little and lirt 
| e ſaints of the mot 
bigh, Dan. vii. 25. by one temptation on the back df another; 


therefore; by littſe and little the Lord N defeat the defign df 


the devil, and take the wiſe in their own” craftiviefs.” The 
wiſdom of heaven can eaſily counterplot ine policy of hel. 
'Yea, thus be 6ghts the enenſy, and! beats Him With his c 


weapons, The tempter comes ſometimes, e 
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theliever's heel. ag he did @lwit's; upon which the believer is 
Rirred up to loak again to him that was bruiſed for his iniqui- - 


. 
7 


ty, and then the devil is ſure to get as good as he gave; for- 


«the: bruiſed heel he gets a. broken head. May be ſome temp- 
Ration gives. the believer à trip, and down he, falls; but the 


- Wiſe captain m kes uſe of that very fall for giving the devil and 


Pie hot a greater foil than ever f for, after that fall, the b 
never go meg ee Peter and weeps it out, and watches 
and pfays,” and fights beiter than he did before * 
. Tt is by little and little that the Lord conquers the nations 
af enemies in the way to the heavenly Canaan, becauſe by lit- 

He me little his people muſt be made rea for it; Exod. xxiii. 
30 Ay little and littis Iwill drive ibem out before thee, till! 


thou it increaſed, and inherit the land. As the Canaanites-. 


had kept paſſt ſſion till Iſrael was grown into a people; ſo there 


Weve to be ſome remains of them, till Iſrael ſhould grow ſo 
_ Sumetous:'as to repleniſh the whole. The land of Canaan had 


vom enough to receive lfracl ; but iſrael was not yet nume 
frous enough to poſſeſs Canaan: even ſo here, the true Iſrael 
7 God muſt be made ready for the heavenly Canaan, before 
ey come there. They are not always in actual readineſs ; 
therefore there is ſome good febvice they have to do for their 
captain, ſome battle they have to ſigbt with the enemy. 
hey muſt have ſome more experience, and learn ſome more 
one re their poſſeſſian o Canaan is delayed till they 
. l!!! 8 e 
% tis by; little and little, that the Lord drives out the na- 
tions befure them, leaſt the bea/7+ of the field increaſe upon 


them, to aludets that word which immediately follows the 


text, which: we have alſo, Exod. xxiii. 9. { will not drive 
Sem out before thee in one year, leuſi the lang: become defe> - 
late, and the benſis of tb field multiply againſi thee. Au, 
thus id with the children of God; if they had not enemies 


Wheat and within, aud oppoſitions in their way, there are 


ſome dangerous beaſts that would be ready to increaſe upon 
them: for. inſtanee. there ĩs a beaſt they call pride, that might 


grow upem you, if you. had no enemies to flight with; ank 


while yet ou are not ready for heaven. and ſanctification is 


complete... Hence a thorn in the fie/b was given to Paul, 


thai: be might not be exalted. above meaſure. la not the thorn 
in the flsſh; well ordered, that prevents confidence in the 
ſeſ There is a beaſt they call ſacur it might grow upon 
you, hut gow enemies art og all hands of you, to prevent your 
Falling aſleep, and to keep you watching zd waking. There 
is a beaſt \tbey call. preſumption that might grow upen you, 
and make xo4-tbink you ITE: to ga forward to heaven 
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'- forget to take with their proper names faplag Trau Lorlh 
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upon your own legs, and in 58. wn ſtrength, f you fond 
no ſuch enemy in the way There is another beaſt tie ball 
auorlaiy mindedneſi that might grow upon yo; if yo οt g 
- adverſaries nor adverſities to ve you,” and Wenn you from 
world, you would be in danger of ſaying? It is god ta be 
there.: but now the wars aud bartles Wyour Way to hesden, 
make you iay with your heart, O , breiter te buhen!. 
Tyereſis a beaſt, a filthy brats beaſt, that they oh fon aptly, 
that might grow upon you Believer, that might mae you 
lukewarm and formal in alliyour Uuties Sag well as caruRT, And 
light and vain in the inte vais of- duties: but the iſight of your 
Wpiritual enemies on the field, will make you to Her a need. o 
ve ſpiritual; zealous, ear e and fer bent in ſpirit; Mrving 


the Lord. Ther: s alfo a filthy dumb beaſt, that they call 
Forgelfulneſi, that vi uld certainly grow upon your: hand, and 


be very dangerous to your fout and ſpiritual Warfare if your 
enemies were all deftroyed ;' therefore God, ſays, PAL Rut 1x. 
-Slay them not. left my people forgot: If the execatian'wefe 


a quick and haſty, the imprefions of it would not be deep and 
durable. Swift deſtructions ſtärtle men for the preſent,” hut 


they are ſoon forgotten therefore when wo think that G od's 
judgmeits upon the nations of our ſpiritual er emiet come on 


dut very (lowly, we muſt conclude, that God hath wiſe and 
holy ends in that gradua procedure; Slap than not line 


people forget. They Would forget to pray af they bac no 
N te n ray againſt; they would forget to- Praitertif mer 
nad not Aim new deſweränces to! praiſe Rim for g they would 
forget to pity thoſe that are afſti ctedt and toſſed u em pets 
like themſelves; they would forget theit bg ey and their 

they would 


duty of living by faith and dependence on him 


am a dog. &c. they wou forget co mourn for Hu¹nαν 
peut; they would forget their own Weskneſt; and their de- 


E  liverer” power; and, like Jeſhurun intipreſperity}reoul@ 460% 


Fat, and forget God hat Wade'them. a ligne 


roc of their ſalvutioi s tliey voulefotyet'roifihg the ſong of 
Motes and the Lamb. at the fide df the red ſea of the!L4nbY. 


blood, whe:e their entmies Are always drownedy even i für 


Mying. Th Bord fata pr glorioufly, and nenen 
and his\ rider bath he thrown. into the eu: the Lord u 


man df wan, the Uird i Mt nam, Exod. xv. 1, 2 % Ke: 


. * o 


" They would forget to peak of the wonders of his mercy from 
time to time, and*ro give him: theoglbry dur unto his name! 
they would forget to employ him upon every new attack i6t 

te enemy, faving;” Lord, thou baft detivered." aid dof} der 
liner, and in ile wi Hume,. 
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Alt FT And ragt 1 e ee ce beter e thin 
that Chriſt want HH Hot at F hand, and "ret Hot "as | 
Bley of ext ing e ene in our Une of need. 
would harglythipk. ſhit ſo much 'adva9tige mböolch vere 10 
Ahberrpaet of Beds by the nations bf ther. enemfeß nt de 
Weſttoytd at Ghee: bl e &- 1 Att 771 es ſotn ine 
ne thy jeafty chat Kobe PEP ya, if 1 7 5 
MNT 8 F 1005 rab eee devils 
leer They A7 80 called an "Beifts?'r dee 
metri ip 55 A e Pano on beat tc Tete 
Another, de brd rruption "to ed another: he r let e 
hy live in & bene ver fometimes; to kill bis pride, "much 5 « 
| e 0% 5 "Self- 1/7 e e 
2 5 tin for dut 1 to Kill hreouſne 
NM 290 it 18 With ne in. 3 wit 105 
IN 1 5 hy does 65d foffer” tytante, an c 5 ; 
e 
Wh 1. Ba 


N lth ep,” and hereticks” te tive among Them, ? | 
See go ys if- det all, of theſe "ends 6 
Vee wan When the church was in acverfity Unter th 
Primſtive tei perſecutions, *then religion flouriffied; the life dt 
the tyfant Teen to the life of 2 5 in the e perfecnted 
ehureft: but when the Roman emperors became Chfiſtian, ans 
Krlengiy ts“ the — 5 — then pride and fecurity crept in with 
Their p Bus ſtat Hig "the bes ſts of the field increafed fi much, 
Tut, by degrees N. e beaſt aſfſümes the ve name 
"ſÞetheeoF being 1h; brad af ibe chureſ, even a 15 ai 
"or 1 2 ud ten pbtnt mentioned; Rev. xi. an t 
Swan Anticht fa, And then” why bath & nation of hergick 
bel Ar erroneous principles and doctrines been ſpared an 
: Fin ehe- hüten from time to time, blit that the 
Micnds of truth night have ROY to clear and vindicate it, 
e Contend for be 15 ih once delivered to the Hains? 
"There muſt be herefier, favs the apoſtle, thit they that are 
7 rough muy be nde' manifel; Abere uf be errors, that 
truth may bethe more 6 ery ove dviCovered' and maintained. dome 
i008 Koths Kad never” been ſet into füch à clear light, If 
Bppoſite Srfefg uad wot! been vente för darkening the 1265. 
Thus cor covenant obligations in Sectland are de med by ſome, 
Lum their Sbliig ation“ may be the more Terre p 5 : 
thus Mſo there is an ungodly nation left alive, that the godly 
may e. Afeinguiſhed from chem and exerciſed” the more unto. 
poalhinefs3 And a hy poctftieitnition; that true Hraclites, that 
wo Aue, may 25 thethſcives, and become. the more ſin» * 
cerca mbuyrgnhy,” * h 
WTM o Eb 15 be ſpoken to. it is fo, that 
— ihe Cy oe hs nes” acks the pof- 


| * c lion 3 


ay" 


— — ” Fara I EATS REDS AE a BAD 


+ 


"OY 


- 3 78 


8 
Lak 


reaſon of. avorking out our ſalvation ui 


| nb} to uſe the means, 


on you, becauſe you.are obliged 


mer is a lazy, ſo this is a legal thought e e 
deſtructise = the ther fan if you 5 upon the means, and 


- Thipk that your readings. praying, thearing, and We. Ie, will 


. - 
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wet Cen guelt t ar, 
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4% Beware of thiaking that you may "fafely 


from ſuch rer, emiſes as rather. bear he N 
in the world, to make * aſe, of t] 


that the Lord works in us both, ta evil} and To 19 iid 8 


the apoſtle? s argument, Phil. ii. 12. 33, then it is as | gg 
_ . reaſon for Warri 
Bp compliſfüng this 


and uſing all the means neceſſary 
iritual warfare, that it is-the Lord Our Goa 
Mat conquers the enemy for us by lttle and little. Tea, this 
is ſuch a neoeſſary centideration, that, take away this argu- 
. ay there. remains no encouragement to nſe the. means. 
al ; and hence it is only believers, that are capable of this 
iritual warkare, and only believers. in Chriſt that are capabir 


of the tight and diligent uſe of the means that relate thereun- 


to for they cannot be uſed duly, but in the faith of this en- 
eouragement, The Lord thy God awill go before thee, io con- 
et the nations: of enemics in your ways: Unbelievers, indeed, 


becauſe 
of: and therefore, for the Lord's vegleQ no; come 
F 1 and ordinance wherein the 17 N be found. 
t yet, 1 oy again, never will any. ſaul uſe-the, 3 


| and cceptably, till fomcthing. of the real true faith o 
courTgement excite him: therefore, O believers !. 2 a not 
read, and hear, and pray, and medit gte, and — a comer 


manded duties and ordinances; for there you æmuſt enpect to 


ns before thee. W aN e 
5055 Beware of ae 9 25 Preſs of the ts lies uſe 


is your uſing the means t that, wall be betet 1:8 he 


drive gut the nations, bring down che body of death, or ſubs. 


Aue one corruption; that. were a heating of ygutr enemies with 


A ſword. of ſtraw: ſoch A flefhl; weapon e bleod 
of your ſpiritual enemies; and; inſtead of getting victory bret 


Your ins by fuch legal \ weapons, you ate brought under great 


er bondage: For af many as are of the works of thelaw;are 
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ſeſbon of the heavenly Canaan cs the the. Lord: vial ans e 
| eon ner theſe nations by little aud ä 
Pp, It may be applied in/a 9 eite and al, 

in theſe four particular: Fe, 
: 40010 the means, 
becauſe this werk of PRuUNE out the; dakons ng ah whopliy 

ba the Lord. ; This. were a lazy. Antimonian eee 


N t it hen rod | 
mbling, 


the 1 commands. the uſę 


meet with your. captains that we mend put out the mae. 


ſe, the means:4/and-that. " 


oF 28 22 ee we wud t ca 


22 


. 


E 


. ͤOii... WC 


4.55 


| enemy;{andtatthefime time opening a back door toTet them, 


land ever Af alt his lüuſts cs, 


ſefectett pre ſehthyg therefore it will devi be effected; fog 
5 7 e AE e 4 e 4 $20 


dun uu e, WF 
method, thehzowerero be openibg 1 Hof debt w let. Gut the 


demimon of f for vhe rangib e St iH U T t 
aun war with mere advantage to „ou um ever At it „ 
dangerous extreie tbneglechmeaps, upon pretext'that” Chriſto 
miſt do al, fine bie doing all is the greateſt eneofagemenk 
thereutifo ; Toit is as dangerous on the ether hang 19 uſe 


tatefbadoantioeoiagaint yon, eben in that where you tak 
1. Meſs. +, * e e 


With feſpect to the Canaanites, verſe 2d of the chapter Where : 
The! tent Hes; and elfewhere: Thou „ , 77:4 


'£Sna}teart may be ready to think}! my bleſſhig'ow the: 
ten hob 


dren of God dave get maintair witty an uf 
theyTaew merey on their moſt darling thts nay, ag it. 


cla 


of fende, tlist their te mer mereſes are crema ö 
tie Believer im this cafe thatnis moſt tender meyoytownt bis 
[iid betovedteſt is cruehtys Whr he acts re himſelff hefty 
Serliel Hemted, he Geduld eut the throat of it, f he''conld, 


er F 149 47%42 


A. Bense of thinking that. believers Rwe hd advantage 
er [againſt the Hations of their enemies ſins, and Tuſts, more than 
| Pthers;/becatife they eee, deſtruyed: her let Ber. 


wers themfelves think; that; becaufe thtrrdtlwetahet is 


5 Lord 


2 
* wy * * 
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| Ana tothe as their.Gog, and they his profeffint people. 


2 e de bee e 


ord. their Gods vpenthedebroying ks witltake 
om time and his n way to hisown work, ond:his time 

way both, are Me haſt. The Land Shy God auth: de g 
5 — 4 litile. Hence a believer may bed getting advamage, 
and gaining ground-yupen eorruptions and laſta, even. when: be 
; feck them them #ticring and raging moR viadently,- It maybe they 

ave $a a „ for all that ; a a bent that hath got a 
5 et out oi grips, and turn more mad than 
Fyer, gag yer will 5 at dean of the ſame blow. The devil 
may rage maſt -wbenthe-knows that his time is ert, and; that 
Pe wil l at- !, Corruption is not always ſtrongest, 
| 13 55 ats mptioss/ aveimeſt, felt x. id un de ſtrontzeſt, when the 
mow of it i ig not een E a tt Nabe! 
| ar/econd uſe. may be for information; Hzoy4hings/might 
2 be inferred; a9 % 47; | 
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Hence we may ſee the priiage even of a mikible chureh, 
; 22 the Lord hath not. utterly forſaken; though, Aid with 
ait is ſai, -jereit 3. ds they have the, Loru for their A 

Voc. in tbe, ſenſe het 1:explajned before, and as Mirae! here n. 
3 See ſo, byivirt us i Ahab relation, te God as their] di 
5 they may haves pagiyott),moreies in commen among [43 

5 = A215 ap - nized vSllecehtrchs-beyopd the reſt of ihe world: | d 
Ae Lord may zppear ion them againſt the jrcatheomnations that] 2 
are about them, aud thatrare among them: and be may dr 2 
ent things for them, by virtue of that reſation chat ee 


this gent relates to Hrard of: old Yierallys i tr Pre ſente g ein th 
N to all. 9 the Lord * out a 
"08" nations of the-Cananmtes-before them and way we not. 
_ ey, the Lord hath-jnlike manner Ar with ua, particularhpie 2 
the church of Scotland, ſeveral times? As the . Us 
Ceͤhurch here very early, net many years after briſt 8 
Fog; % by little and little he drove out the heathen, = o 
2 us: when our own forefathers were, a race of blind pa 
3x. here the Lord deſtroyed that-idglatry, and gradually en 
ped his church, till in-praceſs. of time, papery-entering\ in 
196 were over : run with antichriftian nations. Butz lo! wh 
Abs time to favour. Zion was come; I mean, the time of the 
reformation. from popery, the Lord was plesſed 10 drive on 
_ theſe. nations before ua by little and lilile, and gradually e 
ried on the reformation work, and that hy the method of ſe 
Lemnly covenantiag with him, and this 2ovenantiag. work wa 
Eearried on by little-and little, again and again. till ine whok 
2 came under ſolemn obligations this. way»; As Iſra⸗ tie 
"rao. the bord to be their God, by ſolemn. covenants — 
e MTEOY l 
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per men, & bee, dtn ut voie t5 übe Bench biens 
al mori duty; and eonfequently ineumbent on the church of 


— 4 


Gudander ehe nrw, as well as old diſpenfation; and not like 
the: types md adbws that were to be done away: In this 
oral duty, | far,” we is our forefatbers folſotved the example 
of the church. of Gd inſcriptare, by emering into a ſolemn 
avvenant-/with bim which: wort the Lord, in many fignal 
ways, countenanced with bis preſenoe, in the remarkabte efth>. 
bow and out · pouring of the ſpirit, to-the converfion of multi. 
tades, It is the glory of a church, when God. avouches them 
fur his people, by the external diſpenſation of the coveriant f 
.c:; | grace; arid it le alſo he glory of the ehuteb, when they Av duch 
God to be their God; in a folemn covenant of doty and ſer- 
„ Ivice: This was 1 * of Scotland's glory, attended with in - 
eh, | terual diſptays of ttie power and glory of God in the ſauctuary. 
To prove the obligation of theſe” eovenants. upon poſterity to 
all generations, were, 1 fupppſe,: needleſs in this auditory z 
neither would time allou me to inſiſi here; but, I think, to 
heir | difparage cheſe coe nants, and to deny the obligation thereof, 
one [45 to ond dung vpog our glory, and to tread our honour in the 
lg; duſt; yen, I think t worſe than the breaking, and burning 
and burying of them; for a broken covenant . mende 
in, 4 oy Pn, may ATE hx out wh e ng ror: 24% 
ein, yea, à buried covenant may riſe again, when Go _ * 
. Up'a ee of ſpirit ; but to beſpatter the reputation 0 
Avi · them, aud im pugu the obligation. of them, is, I think, to ren- 
gut der them odious to all generations, inſtead of binding upon 
not them. Rut now, 15 our information was carried PR little 
yin] an, little, ſo, when it is under a decay in many reſpecis, let 
eda] vs look te the Lord our God, that -by /itile and little: it may 
zen- be tevived again, in the Lord's own time and ai 
on 2. As we fee hence the privilege of a viſible church, ſo the 
pa ſpecial and peculiar privilege of ibe true Iſraci of God, the 
en- church ſpirit oal and inviſible, though: militant on earth: The 
ia Lord their God will cat, out the nations before them in à ſpi- 
hen rituaf ſenſe, and that by lirtle and little. May it not be fac 
üg al them, a8 it is Deut. xxxiii. laſt ? Happy art thous O ral: 
ou 960 is like unto thee, © people ſaved bythe Lord nwhe tt the” 
cart /hield-of thy help, and ſword of thine eee pd And ver. 
F ſai #7 The eternal God is th refuge, underneath are Him ever- 
waſtn/ting arms: He hall: thrujt out the  emiemy from before - 
hold ee, and /hall Jay, Deſtroy them. What though all the na- 
{rac} tions of the world were againſt: them, outward and inward 3 
antathe nations of earth and of hell both? Yet he, who is the King. 
teri of nations, is for them ; and, if God be for them, who can be 
 thagainſt them? [He cau. deſtroy nations for their ſahe. / gave 
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- Hemtuforuthn ranſom Fihiogja and; Sehd. for that: be 
e may fight, bat cannot prevail; 52. the gates, of heil 
never prevail asainſt them. Why s They have the Lord 
BE God and their God is theiriguards. and; as the: com- 
mon. relation that -God-Randain do a mixed vilible choret Loene: 
bes en to manyeriviſeges while fat relatiqu ſtands, ſaſthe 
relation that the-ttue:Lrael of God Hands in / to himas 
ir ü e Idiffalvable-univn;” intitles 
them to all, ſpiritual blefings and een, lixeranges, Ho- 
cker difñigult zad gangetous their way to the- heavenly Canaan 
5s, by reaſon of the,pamerous oppoſing 5 which they 
Qn neverfeitiog-of themſeltes : yet their God aud captain 
. ads the van, and drives,out the nations hefore them. lo. 
3 See, here the n jſerable eaſe of the N at Ip not 
Ged. agb are earns to thoipcopleigf: God. Whylikesthe | 
Canaanites, 1 ape boa t leftroRions theypet 


 qurled 

| 945 elyes in vain, When they fight againſt the, Lord: — 
a inte I The Lord Gut df:i ad 1810 drive them out; he 

Wil. drivethem to bell. that e enn 
and bis people. De wickedeſhall be turned intehell and all 

. that. Jorget God. Vea, the greateſt "miſery-of-;all: 


ity; againſt, God 


wicked; that remain in 2 Cbriſtleſs ſtste, lies in this, though. | 
do not ſee it te be th ir miſery, namely that the are 
A he po er, offall che bations oſ hell, under the power of 
97 15 and of their us, and in deague with the nations that 
. the zrue Iſrael of God in their way t &he; heayeniy 
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2x66 — ee we may ter te reaſon: of the ae eee 

ene, the believers; both ſad and fwaet.z; becauſe themetivos: | * 

. caſt. out before bim by little and litile, and nat viterly:de- N 

oyed while he is herr. Hence may ſad tales he hach t tell 4 
of the nations compaſſing him about, iniquity prevailing . againſt 

bim; and ſuſts again andt again, and a wbonſand times ſtaring, a 
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- ap working, aud warring, and overthroawing him, and tread- 
ing upon him: and, on the other hand notwitkſtanding all 
this, he: hath many ſweet tales toi tell of the Lord's humbling 
. and. healing, convineing and converting him many convictions, 
chany Conrerſions dees he get from time to time; and the next 
_ Conviction more deep than the former, and the next con eiſion 
more ſweet than the ſormer; and one convetrſion: on the back 
f another, becauſe, of one defectian on the back of another, 
ehroügh the power of che nations of hell within, and. without 
bim. „ As a dying isiat, that mas aſked, When he was con- 
_ verted Hi, he had: beck converted an hundred times; ſo ia 
ſegle iteis pollibles{e me, believers. of long ftanding may be \ 
eee ag A © 400. OM 1 2 
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* wa n is platt from wiige Chrin Gard 40 Peter” 
that was faint, "When: thou art-converted, ſtrengthen thy bree 

x yen.” Yea. every new converfion of the believer may be | 

bre ann than any other, while the Lord is thus by 

tle and Hithe deftroying the ene my; becauſe every touch of . 

gy | the nations of power and policy is drawing himesfide'from the 

| Lord, 1 recurring power and corruption, is fo horrible 

d. -monftrox 18 4 that. he Dey with ne? A O! wilt 

a 88 When the 
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nat tißeztion At works, Jo Here i Mabe: How 429 by Aar 
= 1 9 Neve fr power 9 corruption that are not. 
ag Gee of this, that 5 in the world but the power of 

d'can'deftroy it. The Lord thy God will put” laps theſe 


os. | ian before thee by little and little. . pity ignorant pa- 
e | Piſts, that think their whipping, and ſcourgivg, and beating 


ell, themſelves, Jil do iti; pity ignorant profeſſors, that think theic 
aft | faſting, and? prayin 1 1 75 775 N Will 700 it. 5 72 t 
ng. | Our Lord ſpeaks of ſome devils that t out hut by in 

. of © not. that. theſe means of Wanne do it; n 17 | 


ade | 4% e, 
alt let 22 Dl. explaip his own, word, The Lord thy God aui 


ing put out the ron he will ſubdue your iniquities : Tack things 
5 Bo. 785 Forth b Ag by faſting and prayer; that is, by Chrift Je- 
At Us fou ght'a found in theſe. means. Neglect not the me ns, 
5165 10 jt the Lord's fake remember, that if you go forth 
ck | 3 ainſt. luſts.in the ſtrength af means, or only. with a verbal 
1700 of, the. ft th of Cbriſt. without. ever havipg taken 
[ with this ee captain, ar W joined to him in order 
£5 to, "draw ſtrepgth fi ram him, y "Ther N. way at but laugh 
ir at; the aki Pelz Your wars 
-be ence v, uma K den de Ke | Reength te 
— TV ore © Wels N e enemy lies; 22 
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now, where lies the-ſtrength of the Iſrael of God? Even 


the God of Iſrac), the King of Iliget : he Lord thy God , 
Put out theſe nations before thee. ' Pſalm nexit 26. My fes || *x 
and my heart faileth ; but Ged is the flrength of my heart, | *; 
and my portion for ever. My outward advantages, inward | y 
vigour, and all fail me; but my God will not fail me. More 
particularly, Iſrael's ſtrength lies in God, as manifeſting him-. | - 
ſelf in Cbriſt. There are two things in Chrisi that ſtrength lies | © 
in, for the believer's ſafcty and deliverance from the power of | {| 
un, and victory over the nations of luſts and devils; one is 7 
the blood of Chriſt ; we evercome. by the blood of the Lamb; | * 
| the death of Chriſt was the death of fin, for he nailed fig to the y 
| croſs, and deftroyed the devil's power: another is the ſpirit of | * 
Chriſt, who being in the believer, greater is be that js in. 
them, than he that is in the world; and the ſpirit mortiſies 
fin. Here lies the believer's great ſtrength for actual mortifie. 
cation of fin, and victory over it, Rom. vili, 13. ye through: 
" the ſpirit mort iſy the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. And the | * 
%%% TW ß ln ge N 
[..) By the application of the death of Chrift ta the foul; | - 
for it is the virtue flowing forth from the death of Chriſt that 
4 deftroys ſin; and the ſpirit implies that virtue, and implants | 
| - the ſoul to Chriſt, that being ingrafted in him, and united to 


- 


| Him, the ſin-killing, ſoul-quickening virtue of Chriſt aye flows, | - 
| % ß. agent on, I 
| © (a) By the implantation of grace, and of grace contrary tg || - 
corruption. In oppoſition. to 1 be implants fab? 
| in oppoſition to enmity, he implants fortitude and ſpiritual. | 
(3.) By the excitation of the grace that he hath implanted | 
1 which, though it be active in itſelf, yet, by reaſon of our in - 


diſpoſition, needs to be whetted and actuated; when the ſpirit, 
lets grace alone, ſin revives and gathers ftrength,' 
9 By arawing forth faith eſpecially to a lively exerciſe ; 
and then this is the vidtery whereby we overcome the world, 
ever our Faith ; while the ſpirit of faith draws forth the grace 
of faith: for faith carries up the ſoul to kim in whom ſtrength- 
lies, and then ſays, I can de all things through Chroft 
ftrengthening me, and faith employs the ſtrength of Chriſt 
againſt the ſtrength of the enemy, and ſo triumphs in its noble 
general, being Hrong inthe Lord, and in the niet of bis 
might. Faith begets in the ſoul 1 againlt All fins and 
flute, purifying the heart, and ſetting it direRtly againft fin. — 
Tell a carnal heart fin lies at the door, Why, let it come in, 
it is a friend of mine; but tell a believer, . exerciſing faith, that 
Ahere is An in ſuch a thing, O! it is an abomination. Faith, 
| 1255 4 Nen | 23s: 02-178 i 5 Bs LES, diſcovers 
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in. | giſcovers the danger the foul is in by the nations of luſts that 
% | encompaſs'it, and excites all the faculties of the ſoul to riſe up © - 
. againſt it, ſaying,” Riſe, Samſon, for the Philiftines are upoth, 


a ”" «5 * 1 


thee; canſt thou fNleep in the midſt of troops and armies of 


Joſs? And ſo'it rouzes the ſoul to figh, and groan, and pant, 


and pray, and cry, and wreſtle ; and ſo to overcome, under 

the ſtandard of the glorious captain. 

The third uſe is for examination. Hence we may fee mate 

ter for trying of our ſtate by. What is the mark of a candi- 

date for heaven, a traveller to Canaan? Why, the Lord bis 

God is driving out the nations before him by little and littie. 

1s the battle with the nations begun? And is the Lord gradu- 

%%% ß ep GAS 

ee How BaH 1 Enow that? ee ide tent. 

Tou may take a mark or two out of the boſom of the text. 

. Have got a view of the nations that are in your way, 

-1 mean, a view and diſcovery of your corruption, your ori- 
23 and actual fin, and your natural bondage and flavery by 
reaſon thereof? Have you ſeen nations of Juſts within you. 
'and have you ſeen them to be ſuch powerful nations, that no- 
thing but the power of omnipotence can drive out? And, con- 
ſeqquently, have you ſeen your own utter impotency to drive 
them out of yourſelf ? Have you ſeen them to be ſuch politic 
nations, and ſo fraudulent, that nothing but the infinite wiſ⸗ 
dom of God could counteract this policy of hell; knowing your 
heart to be deceitful above all things, as well as deſperately 

- wicked ?' Have you ſeen them to be ſuch ſpiritual nations, 
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| Jpiritual, wickedneſſes in high places. that no carnal weapon 
| could ayall in this warfare, but only ſuch /piritu:! weapons 
3 'as are wigely Jorough God to the pulling. down of firong 
3 Boldt Have you ſeen them to be ſuch numerous nations, 


that your name is legion, a legion of luſte, a legion of devils, 
that nothing but a word from Jeſus can put out ? Now this 
mark excludes all that never ſaw themſelves, and their own 
natural bondage and thraldom; they are yet ſerving the na- 
tions, which they ought to be driving out They that know the 
"plagues of their own heart, and have experienced the power 
-of theſe nations in-their way, look more like the travellers to 
b But take this mark in conjunction with what fol- 
-JOW8, Poe ALD © Np 125, 2 

2. Have you got a diſcovery of a Cod in Chriſt, the glori- 
ous captain of ſalvation, in whom alone your help and falva- 
tion lies, and who alone can put out theſe nations before you? 
HFath the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge of 

Chriſt been given to yqu, ſo as to reveal Chrift in you, and io 

"as you have, ſome time or other, got Chriſt in you the hope of 
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91 0 many marke of deer begun have ven. But thi 
excludes all that nevef Fot Me opehe ned oy 
or comebncſs.in 1 88 1555 Any heavty wherefore:. 
eſe bim; zaͤnd pe he beayty and gloty.of a1 
s more In 15251 5+ ig 2 5 Pre 
3 Hath the Gſcovery, of the Flory of the ces gr 4 
op 25 heart; from all other lords and lovers,- aid: h | 
-/, -heart unto him as the Lord your God. the Lord yo 
Bo -..- he, Lord your 92 hteoatneſs. the Lord your ſtrength, By L or : 
Four l he Lord 2 U 10 pu out. the: natine | - 
3 before thee Now, che heart-drawing diſcovery of Fog s 1 
3 Anitti ing the foul to him, is @ great matter 3 for ne the be N 
Uever is prized 10 Chriſt by feitk, and the relation confrilut 
io as he ij the Lord thy Gud, thy head. Indeed, 2 12 
bovery God in Chritt,-n tively brings this. 3 lang Wird it. 
5 2 thou ſee not God in mite, thou, canine ſce 5 10. 1 2 * 
Sod, but rather thy enemy; but to fee 0p in C rift, is to. 
| b im thy God and thy friend 3; fox they that oe him, eg 
they fee him i in whom he is Well pleaſed: FA to ſee | 
pleaſed ir in him, is to ſee God as thy od. bias appropriation, 
then, is imported in the very, nature of 77 thy. According. to the 
. meal; re of-:t; and the ground: of this 1 'n>heving appropriat! 
A the ware l promiſe; Iwill be. thy God. which is the great 
3 lamental promiſe; . and the prot et echo of faith js, Amen; 
3 wilt Fake it on thy word, that thop wilf be NY God, Eh 
Jail et, I vii; fax, 11 is e, peoples 5 
ec 


bey 1 75 
rrp in Cod. There the Spirit a 25 lares e 
3 e labguage of faith,” when it act 87 faith indeed. The 
Herd i God. But ſay. you, gan every believer ſay, The- 
Lord it my C4? My friends,” never thought that every be: 
Never could fay ſo, nor that any believer in the world could | 
+ always ſay ſo ; but as every. believer is pot. ge eving, ſo | 
pen of hot fait ſays whey. it is. aQing, A the be- | 
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. aying 7 81% He is u God, but every appropriating act 
ok faith ſays this upon the matter, and every heart-engaging 
-view of God in Curia hath a My Cod wrapt up in the boſom 


oft, whether it dare ſay it expreſsly or not; for in Chriſt they 


fee him to be 3 well pleaſed "God, and a friend. You know, 
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Neven won by Little and Little. © "$8. * 
© milbelieving +” neither do 1 think thit every act of faith is. a 


ing faith'fs thy receiving and reftiog on Chrit for Galvation, 
Ade is offerec te the, in the goſpel promiſe; and this re» 
* F no other thing thai believing, John i. 13. and fo it 


taking Hm on bis word for ſalvation 1e thee, as a'captain 
"#9 bee. Take Tos this particular application, and it is no 
Faith at all, and gonſtitutes no union to him, no rel: 
as The Lord thy G,. l aſk,” then, if the diſcovery of the glo- 
ty of Chriſt hath kKmt your heart to him as the glorious baptain 


"of falvation, ſo as you have taken on with bim? Then thou 


Aft entitlecl te the complete victory; 7% Lord thy God will 


theſe that never cloſed, with C 
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rit by a particular-believing, 


but katisfy themſelyes with a general faith, and may be call 


1 muchas begun to give a blow to the nem. 
J., it you be a ſoldier on your march to the heavenly Ca- 


UE 


But general belie vers: they have no particular words on whic 


ity dave been cauſed to hope, and no particular falth apply. 
ing Chriſt to themſelyes. Süch ſeem not yet to have entered 


"the field of battle, ner cloſed with the captein 


. Hath'the Lord begun to put out the nations before vou? 
Hitt be begun to exert bis power, by ſubduing your luſts ? 


id 'yo0u-never know the day wherein Satan fell like lightning, 


With you in the day of believing,inithe day when the Lordſyour 
"Got thanifeſte8 hinſelf; and p afed 'as à mighty conqueror 


"to you Got you not all your luſts and corruptions, as it were, 


drowned in the blood of the Lamb, ſo as you thpught you 


ould never ſee them again? You know, -belieyer, that was 


ou would never de under the feet of your corruptions again, 
ind you would never diſhonour the Lord as you had done; 
however, ſome time or other you have found the Lord 5 


down the frong holds of undelief, atheiſm, and enmity, ank 
_ giving you the necks of your enemies. This looks like a go 


vork begun, a battle begun, and a breach made upon the rule 


* 


fin fill reigns; and in whom the glorious captain hath never fo 
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s no union to him, no relation to him 


„. This mark excludes all 


av it were, from heaven ; when the ffrong man and his goods, 
at were ut ese, were caft out of babitation ! How was it 


3 falſe thought, but yer it was a glad thought to you, to thin 
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_ Kep,.and. the Hoek. of it is broken, thangh it prevail. Now. to 
en 


gin FF Lord's way; SEE 5 not 1 2 y a blog 
ops with the nations, and many a fearful onſet by the ene - 
my; attacking vou with main force, and may be N os 


e yea, x poking » you into captiviiy to the taw 
E 


Dat it in your members? Rom. vii. 23. Have u not found 
Four, enemies returning with ſyueh power and prevalency,. that 


- - WW; yas ready to think that you had left all: ground that ever 


Jou had won, and loſt alf the victories that ever your had ga 

0, the Canainites prevailing againſt op- Tig hifi pr cal 
againſt ne ſays David. Tou will. think this an. odd 5 
. ſays the believer, it is the prevaley x, of fin that makes 


fear 1. am not. an {foes Lops. or 3 Bot Kay's ah te 


ll 1. further clear it; this mark excludes all theſe in whom fin 


| 25 Jults have not the Ne of prevalency only, PEO 


er F Ag winion. | 
a . What is the dif ference 
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Eis; but the power, of 1 eney is A 9 power, 
"there it. is 925 tyrant, whoſe authority is rejected: the power 
dominiop isa monarchical power, where n rules alone; bat 
Ahe power of prevalency only is. where another, power ie a] 


here are two armies on the field; the power of dominion, is 


* Pacontroulable,..the'man, fins without can roh but the 
uy D 4 18.2; reliſtec wer, e meets with 1 — 


t- e po of prev Cy is limited ohe, with re 
9 lome 692 HK Only: the foe of dominion i is a 8780 
9 but the power of prevalency.i is occaſional « only 
In 4 word. the power of dominion is an 17 80 power 1 but the 
wer, ob- prevalency is a broken power, the head of it is bro» 
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Ir ig prex py. of the en ie not inconſiſtent. with, i 
| 99 e om te. which Tuppoſes. manifold. inroads: 
naanites upon him, And indeed. they: 

6 71 e 7 75 feel the joy of the victory, WhO never feel 1700 
205 A battle; fin.reigns in the wicked, and bath_t 
Hl minion with them; ; injquity. canpot "be { id te pr 
ga 5 i om, but rather; prevails with them z it goes 1 


þ VP nog by th them, both' fore ang after their finging. Bu 


78 Bari e the. Wevers, ien progatlh, aga i 
16 ibs, ain heart, againſt my Will 1 againſt. 
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| as neceſſary for your deliverance; upot.every 
ew _ of the enemy, as. you. ever found-it before? For 
ee Jiraclites, fighting their- way to heaven, find mort af 
more evidences of their own utter. inſuffleiency, and 
more need of ; grace's all- ſufficieney. Ol the nations are tas. 
-Nirong 3s ver, and the need of bowerfu ſuccours and iauxili> 
ares from heaven as great as ever. This is plafn alſo from the 
32 it is the Lord thy God that, begins the battle, and the 
ord thy God that carries on ſthe extirpation of the-Canganites. 
you find them as much need, of bis pnwer to excite-grace, 
8 to work it at. firſt; as much need of his fencing the rear, as 
2. his leading the van? This mark excludes all theſt that think 
y dave a power is their own hand, and never came out of 
themſclvess.noth. for ritzhtouſnofs and ſtrength, into the Lord 
ſus Chriſt: but it is encouraging to theſe thatiate ſaying, tie 
Exerciſe of grace, 4; will goin Me freng the the Lord make 
ft ntaon. of i his righteouſneſs, and bis nh. 13140 be 
with his. cighteouſneſs,; andgirded. with his Aren, 
the gleat deſire of all the true Iſraelites. 245 
I vou be ſoldiers:0n march to the heavenly. Cansan, you 
ay trx it by this, you will not only be perfect at "at per nh in 
his * that the battle. ig the Lord's, andf that Without 
cannot; give one fair ſtroke: tothe enemyy butilalſe 
50. — find to our experienee, that by litt and little 
7 is carried on. anꝗ the Canaanites driven outs! a 
aſſiſtanee comes from heaven by degrees; as the 
—.— general is pleaſed. to order; ahough you get, not all 
great things you wopld be at, yet by little things you ate 
carried around. Can your not-ſayg:betiever, that ſuch a place 
Was alitale. Saulen. where you got leave to weep but your 
e TR: re/ithe. Lord, becauſe of 9 of ſin; and 
Was e Bethel. LY houſe of God. here | 
ba Vlogs meaſure; ff divine -preſences#/as Rtrengthened!you 
the 5 ſuch another place ena little. Penn „ 
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lyation- gave the nation of bell a daſn? Aud 
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ur and Tage againſt 200, like gende vun your bl to deb 


Jour your, graces, to devour. your comforte, to: devour yo 
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She extromiry 717 Wo u unte 'wn@uty to me, 


and communicated his grace by little zud fittle to me, in a 


Haitableneſs to my need allawing me here a littie ctumb 
comfort, when 1 was like to faint in the battle; and*there 
|  4ittlererumb of, courage. when I was like to yield: and at ano- 
ttzuzer time af crumd of wonderful deliveranet out of the 
hands of min mies, after 1 was led captive by them. Why, 
What is the moaning of all this? ft 16 the Lord thy”. Go 
driving out theſe nations before thee by little and little. 
The, four ib and laſt uſe ſhall 'be à mort 2% e do two! ite 
of perſons here. . To theſe" that are' at peace with the na- 
tions that tand betwixt them and the heavenly Canaan,” and ſo 
nate at war with heaven. 2. To theſe that are 1 war 
with the nations, and before whom the Lord bath begun"! 
rie out the nations by little and little. l en 
Fin, ro you that are af pence with: eiten of bell, 
_ auf peate-with' the Gevil, at peace wirh your 1ufts; ''would 
ſpesk a word to you," 1. Byway of convietion..” f REN 


bat For your ene 5 1. is nor eeident that the Hol 
| pair at peace with hell, ben ron of the ſin mortifyi 
Principles of the goſpel, being flighters of the means of e 
Furſion lving-in ſecurity un the calls of Heaven, bythe 
Word and the rod, and tw bg enmity againſt the power 
3 mee rar wi themſeldes in many known fins, aud kno 
3 no reſtraint from finning taken from hig nature, but fron 
Its conſequents only. Are there not many here that have nal 
tions of e their heart, yet were never cõnvin · 
weed of. or made to know the plagues bod their hah heart ? 
Some will ſay they have 4 good” 1808 00 God; . 
their mouth be filled either with euxſing, lying” 1wearing, 
fAlanderivg; or -elſe with nothing but vain, frothy, 
_ worlaly'dicourſs. - What ! mall we think you have'a 25 
heart; when you have uch a ful mouth f Does not 'Chriit 
my, Out of the alundanet of the hbart the mauth m_ 
| When a man ſees abundance of ſmoke coming out à 
_ of a chimney, he may ay, for certain that is a fig of wg 
tre in thechearth : ſo, when there is nothing but vain worm 
words in the mouth, we may ſay there is much van — 
'” . gorruptions in the heart.” Carnal lips; that are not hip 
'  avy'fpiritual diſcourſe; ensept in hypocrify and decęit; W 
carnal heart. 0 how many dere re willing lader tot 
nations the Canaanites, the ſuſts of the fieth all og 
I = are in the work 0 that are fold 3" of theſe that are ſb 
are in the worſt caſe that are put in priſon ; of theſe tha 
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Fenn 6 Nt: and. nations. of 1 5 that would. 12 
Fol heaven And, as we are warranted to declare the; 
A With Fier curſes. that will not Join, in wh war, 77287 
9 — to what is faid of Meroz, Judges v. 1 Curſe ye / Meros, 
curſe. ye bitterly the inhabitants thereaf. becqu/e ih 
E the help of the LORD, to the help of the , i : 


hat there are here the greateſt, encouragements that ever were. 
red to foldiers, to exxite you to take on wich, him. og dhe N 
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ing, Toyou, Oman, de I call, and my voice is ſo the; hn. o | 
men; and he is bidding you take on With bim. Believe that] 
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Hen e the believer is many times more feared than hurt; yet. | 
i 5 it is 780 hecoming the true believer. to hate fin from the very 
himſnature of it, and Rand at a diſtance from it. Mean time, you; _. 
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own ſeiſ 17, 8. Were there any uncertainty of the victory, apa 
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